
Amorya Orr

Mr. Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Round
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben:

My summer at the Legal Aid Justice Center/JustChildren program was a rewarding experience. 
As a summer legal intern, my responsibilities varied. I was able to conduct initial screening 
interviews to determine client eligibility for JustChildren services; prepare and file documents 
for a client’s Special Immigrant Status (SIJS) petition; receive training on special education rules 
and regulations in Virginia; research disproportionate minority contact in the juvenile justice 
systems in Virginia; and interview residents in juvenile justice systems in preparation for their 
serious offender review hearings. I am grateful for the experience and gained useful skills that 
will be beneficial to me in the future. 

I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work on a Special Immigrant Status Petition for one of 
JustChildren’s clients. An immigrant from Central America, my client was placed in foster care 
after it was determined that reunification with his biological mother was not in his best interest. 
Fortunately however, he was placed in a loving home with parents who adore him.  However, 
both he and his family wanted more. Gaining special immigrant juvenile status is not an easy 
feat, but both he and his parents were very patient, communicative, and responsive throughout 
the process. Serving as a student legal intern on this case allowed me to witness the ups and 
downs, ins and outs, and the “hurry up and wait” that comes with serving as a legal advocate in 
special immigrant status cases. The process required meticulous attention to detail, 
communication, and constant follow up. However, the hours spent were truly worth it all. In 
about two weeks, the client will receive his green card. Both he and his family members are 
excited and are looking forward to his graduating from high school and attending college.

My research assignment for the summer focused on disproportionate minority contact (DMC) in 
the juvenile justice system. Nationally as well as in Virginia, there is an overrepresentation of 
minority youth involved in the juvenile justice continuum.  My supervising attorneys are 
working along with state and local officials, as well as other advocacy groups to reduce DMC in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Through thorough research, I prepared a report which detailed the best 
practices for reducing DMC, the current efforts being undertaken in Charlottesville to 
accomplish the reduction of DMC, and also improvements the city could implement to reach this 
goal. 

My experience conducting intake interviews with residents of juvenile justice centers provided 
me with the most client contact. JustChildren regularly represents children in their serious 
offender review hearings. As a summer legal intern, it was my responsibility to interview and 
identify potential candidates for our representation.  Thus, I traveled to the detention center and 



conducted interviews with numerous clients.  After receiving their records from the detention 
center, I conducted an analysis of their records and prepared memoranda which discussed 
whether or not the resident would be a good candidate for our legal services. Some of the factors 
that were relevant to this analysis were: the nature of the crime, the juvenile’s behavior since 
being in the detention center, the child’s history/familial background, and whether or not the 
juvenile is remorseful for his or her actions. 

My summer legal internship at JustChildren provided me with great experience and sharpened 
my skills in critical thinking, time-management, and multi-tasking, and communication. I feel 
very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work to help change the lives of impoverished 
youth in Virginia. I look forward to more work within the legal aid sector. 

Sincerely,

Amorya Orr
J.D. Candidate, 2014
University of Virginia School of Law 


