
August 31, 2013

Mr. Daniel Ruben
Equal Justice America: Legal Services Fellowships
13540 East Boundary Road, Building II – Suite 204
Midlothian, Virginia 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben:

Reflecting on the work I did as part of my Equal Justice America Fellowship at 
the Poverty and Race Research Action Council, I know that my commitment to 
pursuing a career dedicated to public interested is stronger than ever.  The 
skills and knowledge I acquired have certainly improved my ability to advocate 
for people’s civil rights, particularly for those who are often marginalized, which 
was my main goal for this summer.  

Specifically, I was able to work on two projects that were particularly edifying 
and inspiring.  As a former teacher who is dismayed at how segregated the 
current education system is – my classroom was certainly no exception – I was 
excited to be able to research and write about cities who are effectively 
promoting education policies that encourage racial and economic integration to 
provide models for those cities that do not.  Furthermore, analyzing current 
laws about charter schools throughout the country to better understand how to 
promote integrated charter schools will make an important difference to the 
increased numbers of children – many who are low-income students of color -- 
who are attending these kinds of schools.

Furthermore, providing research for a project to promote participation in 
interscholastic athletics for girls of color not only had personal meaning for me 
but also bolstered my understanding of important laws, specifically Title VI and 
Title IX.  As a high school athlete and later a baseball and softball coach, I have 
witnessed first hand the difference athletic opportunities can make in children’s 
lives, and I was excited to work on a project that would expand access to these 
opportunities for all children.

The Poverty and Race Research Action Council emphasizes the importance of 
fighting racial injustice and economic inequality.  The tools I acquired and legal 



information I learned have prepared me to continue to advocate for social 
justice.  The connections I made to the lawyers in my office and the broader 
public interest legal community in Washington D.C. will be extremely valuable as 
I try to further contribute to making this city and this country more just. 

Thank you so much for this opportunity.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Vogel
Georgetown University Law Center, 2015


