
August 22, 2015  

 

Mr. Dan Ruben  

Executive Director  

Equal Justice America  

13540 East Boundary Road  

Building II, Suite 204  

Midlothian, VA 23112  

 

Dear Mr. Ruben,  

 

I am writing to evaluate my Equal Justice America Summer 2015 Fellowship experience. I interned 

with the Atlanta Legal Aid Society’s Health Law Unit, which provides free legal assistance to low 

income and vulnerable groups, including the elderly and people with serious illnesses, such as cancer 

and HIV/AIDS. My fellowship experience was outstanding, and I am so grateful to have had the 

opportunity to intern there this summer.  

 

Some of the rewards of my fellowship opportunity include the legal and practical knowledge and 

experience that I gained as a result of the diversity of the work that I did in the Health Law Unit. Our 

clients often came to us with issues relating to debt collection, bankruptcy, housing conditions, 

evictions, mortgages, foreclosures, employment discrimination, unemployment compensation, estate 

planning documents, Social Security applications and hearings, adoptions, divorce, child custody, 

deceptive sales practices, etc.  

 

As a legal intern, I interviewed clients by completing client intakes and screenings, sometimes 

spending hours communicating with them about their issues. I communicated legal advice to clients 

under attorney supervision, pursuant to the Third Year Practice Act. I conducted legal research; 

reviewed, analyzed, and edited documents; drafted letters, motions, orders, legal memoranda, and 

briefs; and prepared estate planning documents, including Last Will and Testaments, Advance 

Directives for Healthcare, and Powers of Attorney. I also assisted attorneys in the unit in going to 

court to submit petitions and to speak with the clerks of court about cases. By the end of the summer, 

I had contributed to over one hundred client cases in our office in some way.  

 

The biggest reward of this fellowship for me, however, was the personal fulfillment of truly helping 

people in need. Some of my most memorable experiences are of helping clients who were very sick 

and needed immediate assistance. For example, the first week of my internship, I was able to help a 

very sick client successfully petition a court for a name change. This was a very moving experience, 

as the client was unable to receive needed services until the name change was completed. The client 

was so sick that she had difficulty speaking as we presented her case, and she cried as she explained 

to the judge why she needed her request to be granted. The client was so grateful and relieved after 

the court granted the petition, and even though this was a simple matter, I felt that I had truly made a 

positive difference in this client’s life.  

 

Another memorable experience was an opportunity that I had to advocate for a sick cancer patient 

after her utilities had been shut off. The adverse party had wrongfully terminated our client’s utilities, 

an action that greatly threatened a deterioration of her health, as it was imperative that she have 

continued access to water and electricity. I quickly assisted the attorneys in this case to obtain a 

retainer agreement and release forms from the client, contacted the utilities companies and spoke 

with representatives on the client’s behalf, and drafted an emergency rule nisi. We were eventually 



able to have the client’s utilities turned back on, and assisted the client in taking the adverse party to 

court.  

 

Perhaps the most meaningful experience occurred the final week of my summer internship. I had the 

opportunity to assist an attorney in conducting a home visit to a very sick cancer patient in order to 

review and finalize her final estate planning documents. This was a highly time-sensitive case, as the 

client had a very low remaining life expectancy, and needed her documents to be completed as 

quickly as possible. We were able to visit the client and help her to complete her documents within 

that week, and the relief in her eyes at having this concern resolved was palpable. Her family 

members were so grateful for our assistance that, despite coming from a low-income background, 

they wanted to treat us all to dinner to show their appreciation. We politely refused this offer, but all 

of us felt personally rewarded by our ability to provide much-needed assistance to this client at such 

a difficult and emotional time.  

 

My experiences interning with Atlanta Legal Aid were so rewarding that I am seriously considering a 

public interest career when I graduate, so that I may continue to provide assistance to people in need. 

I also plan to continue interning with Atlanta Legal Aid this semester, and I hope to be able to intern 

with them full-time next spring as part of my law school’s “Semester in Atlanta” externship program.  

 

The knowledge, experience, personal satisfaction, connections, and continuing opportunities that I 

gained from my fellowship are invaluable. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to intern with 

Atlanta Legal Aid, and I am excited for the future opportunities that have arisen from this fellowship 

experience.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kristi Oakes  

J.D. Candidate 2016  

Walter F. George School of Law  

Mercer University 






