
          August 31, 2015 
Dan Ruben  
Executive Director  
Equal Justice America  
13540 East Boundary Road 
Building II-Suite 204  
Midlothian, VA 23112 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben,  

 I would like to sincerely thank you and Equal Justice America for the awarding me the summer 

fellowship.  Your generous support allowed me to intern at the Law Foundation of Silicon Valley, where I 

was able to work with an extremely dedicated team as we served some of the most vulnerable and 

underrepresented members of our county. My work was extremely impactful, and it is something I will 

carry with me as I continue on my professional journey.  

 As a summer law clerk, I was assigned to work in two of the foundation’s programs, the Mental 

Health Advocacy Project and the Pro Bono Eviction Clinic. Throughout my summer I was fortunate to be 

exposed to various clients as I handled intakes and attempted to address their legal needs.  However, 

the most impactful cases were the ones that I was assigned to personally.  

One of the clients I was assigned to in the Mental Health Advocacy Project was a man who was 

living with paranoid schizophrenia. The client could not work and depended on his public benefits in 

order to pay for his housing and his medical expenses. However, due to a misunderstanding the client 

mistakenly self reported that he no longer needed his benefits because he was receiving a large 

inheritance. The client found himself without any benefits and without an inheritance and came to us 

fearing he would become homeless. The majority of my work for this case consisted of working with the 

government agencies trying to reinstate the benefits. This became extremely difficult because the 

agency had very little experience working with people living with paranoid schizophrenia and thus could 

not understand that their symptoms could lead them to believe many different things, including that 

they would be receiving an inheritance. Although this work became very frustrating at times, I was 



committed to the work because I knew that the client needed our help and that this work was the 

difference between him having a roof over his head and him living on the streets.  

 Working in the housing clinic was equally impactful. The clinic allowed me to gain experience in 

an area of law with very short deadlines. Most of our clients were facing unlawful detainers and had no 

idea what their legal rights and responsibilities were. Many of our clients did not speak English and were 

being taken advantage of by slum landlords, and unfortunately we were often limited to providing 

limited legal services due to lack of resources.  This work evoked within me an extremely strong 

emotional response because I found something so sacred and pure in helping these clients preserve 

their home for their family.  Many of these clients had multiple young children who did not deserve to 

be living out of a car or in the streets.  

 The grant from EJA allowed me to help some of the most vulnerable community members who 

find themselves caught in the complex tangle of our justice system. My law clerk position allowed me to 

gain real world experiences and lawyering skills while helping indigent clients find a voice and stability in 

their lives. This work has left such a positive mark in my life that I have continued to volunteer at the 

foundation as the school year has started and I plan to continue offering my work to protect those who 

need it the most.  Thank you.  

 

       Respectfully,  
Yuridia Guerrero 
J.D. Candidate 2017 
Santa Clara University School of Law 
 

 
  
 






