Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
13540 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204
Midlothian, VA 23112
Dear Mr. Ruben,
I want to express my immense gratitude to the Equal Justice of America organization for
funding my fellowship with the South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation (ProBAR)
Children’s Project. Working at ProBAR helped me learn about the immigration process firsthand and reaffirmed by desire to be an immigration attorney. In just ten weeks, I was able to
work under the supervision of a passionate attorney (Michelle Quintero), helped prepare
applications for clients, researched relevant case law, appeared in immigration court, and
networked with other attorneys.
ProBAR Children’s Project is a non-profit organization that provides “Know Your
Rights” presentations and legal representation to children detained at shelters in South Texas.
ProBAR currently serves over 900 children. Majority of these children travel to the United States
alone. They speak no English and have little education. Without the help of ProBAR, many of
these children, who are eligible for legal relief, would be forced to go through immigration
process alone. They would likely be deported to their home country where they would face the
dangers that they were running from.
During my time at ProBAR, I was able to work with many of these children. One child in
particular, Maria*, really struck a cord with me. Maria is a young 16 year-old female that was
running for her life. She made the long journey from El Salvador to the United States by herself.
Border Patrol caught her just after crossing the dangerous Rio Grande River, which separates
Mexico and the U.S. As an unaccompanied minor, Maria was sent to one of the shelters in South
Texas.
Maria feared returning to El Salvador because she would be killed. Maria’s life was
threatened by Mara-18, one of the biggest gangs in El Salvador. She became a target of the Mara
simply because of her stepsister’s affiliation to an opposing gang. Maria’s parents left El
Salvador when she was very young. Her elderly grandparents, who could not protect her from
Mara-18, raised her. After two failed attempts by the Mara to kill her, Maria made the decision to
come to the United States.
I worked closely with Maria as I prepared her asylum application. We met numerous
times to go over her affidavit and every time she thanked me for helping her. She told me about

*Named has been changed.

her dream to finally be able to go outside without fearing for her safety. She said that her journey
to the United States was worth the risk because in El Salvador she was already dead.
Maria’s perseverance and drive to live helped me realize the importance of the services
that ProBAR provides and the significance of my contributions. I realized that attorney’s possess
the power to make a difference in their community because of the knowledge they possess. I
realized that without organizations like ProBAR and attorneys willing to use their talents to help
others, people like Maria would fall in the cracks of the immigration system.
Again, I thank you for affording me the opportunity to work with such an amazing
organization. My work this summer at ProBAR has opened my eyes to the endless possibilities
that a law degree affords you.
Sincerely,
Yvette Perez
Texas Tech School of Law- Class 2015
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