
 
 

Summer 2023 EJA Fellow:  
 
 
 
 

Name: Cheyenne Petrich 
Law School: University of Minnesota 
Organization: Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid 
 

 
 
 

 
Update 1: Hi everyone! A couple updates from me. This summer I am working as a law clerk for Mid-
Minnesota Legal Aid's St. Cloud and Willmar offices, an opportunity I am excited to explore and learn from! 
MMLA does incredibly important work in the community, particularly with those who are living below the 
poverty line and struggling with housing, family, and immigration issues. I am able to pursue this opportunity 

thanks to the Minnesota Justice Foundation, an amazing foundation that works with 
the University of Minnesota Law School and our neighboring law schools in the Twin 
Cities to coordinate with programs and nonprofits, creating funded positions for law 
students committed to public interest work. I am also the grateful recipient of a 
fellowship with Equal Justice America, a nonprofit that supports thousands of law 
students in their pursuit of equity in the law, regardless of a person's income or status. 

 

 
Update 2:  
I have never been very good at self-affirmation or  manifesting  a goal into existence, but I experienced a 
bit of a "full circle" moment last week that has really helped reaffirm my belief that I am on the right path. 
 
Working this summer as a law clerk with Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, I've been given opportunities to assist some 
amazing attorneys and support staff in their efforts to provide real, valuable support to those in our community 
who need it most. Lately I've spent hours upon hours researching avenues of protection for DV survivors in 
employment and housing. 
 
When I struggled to find current resources through the legal databases that directly address these issues, I 
figured I would try a resource a little closer to home. Within five minutes, I found that a recent graduate of my 
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school had written on the topic last year for the Minnesota Journal of Law & Inequality (MJLI), the journal I 
was just invited to join as a staff member for my second year of law school. 
 

Maybe it's silly to read into this too much, but I feel really grateful right now. I feel like I'm 
surrounded by people who want to do good things with the opportunities we've been given. I'm 
 manifesting  that, y'all. 
 

Minnesota Journal of Law & Inequality (MJLI)Minnesota Journal of Law & Inequality (MJLI)356 
followers356 followers 
 
The Journal of Law & Inequality is proud to present Volume 42 Masthead. Join us in celebrating our new 
editors and members! We shall continue working together in advancing JLI's mission to analyze how the law 
perpetuates systemic oppression, exploitation, and discrimination. Let's give our new editors and members a 
proud welcome! 
…see more 
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Update 3:  
If there’s one thing I’ve learned at MMLA, it’s that these laws impact way more people than you’d think. Take 
some time to read about the ways you can protect yourself or advocate for those around you. 
 

 
 

 
Update 4:  
I was invited to listen in on two hearings today for cases I’ve gotten to work on over the last couple of weeks, 
listening to two of my favorite attorneys at Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid present arguments that I researched and 
helped them prepare. 
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It was really awesome to connect the piles of case law and predictions on these cases to the real people involved. 
It also reminded me that I have a lot of learning to do about oral advocacy! 
 
Definitely going to be watching the Minnesota Supreme Court oral arguments more often. I’m excited to take 
what I’ve learned at MMLA and hopefully advocate for my future clients as well as they do. 
 
Minnesota Supreme Court Oral Arguments - Videos 
 

 
Update 5:  
To all my fellow law students who are interested in working in public interest, I highly recommend getting 
involved with Equal Justice America. Since 1993 EJA has funded law students and recent law graduates at legal 
aid programs throughout the country. EJA Fellows fight to protect the rights of domestic violence victims, 
veterans, the elderly, people with disabilities, immigrants, voters, the homeless and other low-income Americans 
most at risk. With their support, I had an amazing learning experience this summer with Mid-Minnesota Legal 
Aid and will carry all that I've learned into my second year at the University of Minnesota Law School. 
 
If anyone has questions on how to get involved or seek summer funding for a public interest position this 
upcoming year, feel free to reach out! 
 
If you want to support EJA in their mission, consider donating to the cause.  
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