
August 9, 2012

Mr. Dan Ruben
Equal Justice America
Building II – Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

Thank you for providing me with this fellowship.  I am a rising 2L at Cornell Law School, and I 
greatly enjoyed my summer working for Community Justice Project.  Community Justice Project 
is a non-profit, public interest law firm, the mission of which is to protect and expand the civil 
rights of low-income families and low-wage workers.

I spent much of my time this summer helping to prepare a motion for summary judgment for a 
FLSA case.  In this class action case, the class members, many of whom are undocumented 
individuals, spent months and years painting homes for the defendant, the purported employer. 
The class members are suing the purported employer for failing to pay overtime and for failing to 
pay workers during their last week of employment.  I conducted legal research as well as helped 
to prepare undisputed facts from depositions and court transcripts.  

The case has proved difficult because many eligible class members will not come forward as 
witnesses or to provide evidence.  I was able to meet the named plaintiff as well as a potential 
witness.  Both individuals explained that eligible class members are afraid that the purported 
employer will retaliate by making sure that they can no longer obtain work in the area or by 
reporting them to INS.  

In addition to the FLSA case, I helped another lawyer at the firm who focuses upon advocacy 
work for recipients of public benefits.  I helped conduct a state-wide research project to 
determine the availability of GED programs for TANF recipients. 

As part of this project, we visited a community college in Hazelton, PA, a city with a large 
immigrant population and a history of antagonism towards those individuals. While there, we 
met with several teachers to discuss why they are now receiving very few referrals to their GED 
classes.  We also met with two TANF recipients to discuss their experience in the college’s ESL 
program. The conversation transitioned into a discussion about their struggles being single 
fathers on TANF.  

One father had been laid-off from his job, widowed, and was trying to raise his young daughter 
by himself.  He was unable to find employment because he does not speak English. His 
unemployment compensation had run out, and he was facing eviction in a matter of days.  His 
TANF cash allowance was not enough to pay rent anywhere, and the waiting list for Section 8 
housing is virtually endless.  He planned to leave his daughter with friends and live on the street. 



The paralegal with us begged him not to do this because he would lose custody of his daughter. 
However, the only advice that she could give him was to explain his story to people and hope 
that someone would be moved enough by his story to help him.

In addition to the GED project and the FLSA case, I also helped with various smaller projects. I 
helped a client apply for government assistance to avoid foreclosure. I assisted EMA clients and 
conducted research about nationwide standards on EMA eligibility.  Additionally, we visited a 
local women’s rehabilitation program to address a reoccurring problem that the women had been 
experiencing with the local County Assistance Office.  We also discussed with them the 
potential, and now confirmed, elimination of the General Assistance Cash program, a program 
upon which most of them rely.

I appreciated this fellowship for many reasons.  It showed me the staggering need for legal 
services, and from a very practical standpoint, it showed me what a career in legal services looks 
like.  But probably more importantly, as a result of my time with Community Justice Project I 
have a dramatically altered awareness of the multitude of people around me who have not been 
given the opportunities and privileges that I have been given – and I have a renewed sense of 
obligation to use the opportunities that I have been given to help those groups of people.  For 
that, I cannot thank you enough.

Sincerely,

Adrienne Steiner
Cornell Law School, 2014






