
Dan Ruben 
Executive Director, Equal Justice America 
13540 East Boundary Road 
Building II – Suite 204 
Midlothian, Virginia 23112 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben,  
 
My Equal Justice America Summer Fellowship was spent at LAF Chicago working in the 
Children and Families practice group.  The first thing you see as you enter the LAF office lobby 
is their slogan, “Equal justice starts here.”  After spending a summer with this organization I can 
say with confidence that each of the attorneys at LAF bring that slogan to life.  The organization 
has done a fantastic job cultivating a community of attorneys who are passionately dedicated to 
ensuring that low-income or vulnerable populations have equal access to high quality legal 
representation.  Working around such dedicated people, who have somehow remained 
impervious to the fatigue and cynicism that is often found in legal aid, was nothing short of 
inspiring.  
 
My primary duty at LAF was to work with attorneys in the Children and Families practice group, 
who focused on child welfare cases.  The most frequent cases that our office handled were those 
in which the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) had indicated a parent or 
removed a child from their home, in which case we most often represented the parent seeking 
expungement or a return home of their child.  We also often represented grandparents or other 
family members seeking guardianship of children who were already in their care.  I had the 
opportunity to work on two cases in depth this summer, both involving mothers seeking to have 
their children returned home after a DCFS removal.   
 
In one of the cases I conducted legal research and sought out local non-profit organizations in 
order to find appropriate services for the mother.  She had a very low IQ and had been unable to 
feed her infant the correct amount of food, which is why DCFS removed the baby from her care.   
However, the child was now a toddler and the mother had been successful in completing all of 
the DCFS requirements and was doing well with feeding.  I attended court with this client on 
numerous occasions and we ultimately achieved a return home goal in this case.  It was 
heartwarming to see the child and the mother together outside the courthouse knowing that they 
would be reunited permanently.   
 
The second case, on which I spent a great deal of time, was much more disheartening than the 
first.  DCFS removed a child from the mother in this case because of unsafe conditions in the 
home.  The mother had a disability, so I conducted extensive legal research about potential 
claims that she could bring under the Americans with Disabilities Act based on her experience 
with DCFS.  I attended court and interacted with this client more than any other.  Ultimately the 
court found that the child should be returned home to the father, and that our client would retain 
visitation rights.  Although it was incredibly disappointing for the client and us, I was able to 
learn about what options parents have when the court does not rule in their favor.  
 



At the end of the summer I had an incredible opportunity to work on a very pressing federal 
education case.  I began working with the civil rights task force on a case in which we were 
assisting parents of children with learning disabilities.  A large group of attorneys comprised the 
litigation team, and I was given the task of assembling and maintaining the exhibit binders and 
conducting last minute research for the hearing.  I attended the two-day hearing in federal court 
and it was absolutely incredible to observe the intricacies of the case in person.  I learned a great 
deal from this experience, not only from the attorneys on the case, but also from participating in 
the entire process from start to finish.   
 
While those experiences were the highlights of my summer I was also given the opportunity to 
participate in almost any case in my practice group.  LAF is very dedicated to its student interns 
and they were constantly offering educational trainings, informative presentations about other 
parts of LAF, and social events to meet other people within the organization.  My supervisors 
were dedicated and patient, ensuring that I understood both my successes and mistakes.  I could 
honestly not have asked for a better, or more inspirational summer experience.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alexandra Hunstein  
Loyola University Chicago 
J.D. Candidate 2015 


