
Re: Summer 2015 Fellowship Experience 
 
 I worked at Prairie State Legal Services as part of my Equal Justice America 

Fellowship for the summer of 2015.  At Prairie State Legal Services, I worked on a 

variety of cases serving mostly clients who were homeless, were facing eviction, or 

were victims of domestic abuse. 

 I worked on one case that involved domestic violence, where we helped our 

client to obtain an order of protection.  Our client had to flee her home and she did 

not want to return.  However, she was still on the lease along with her abuser.  

While we were able to help our client obtain protection from her abuser, we also 

wanted to help free her from her lease obligations and protect her from being sued 

for back rent or from getting an eviction on her record, which would have made it 

difficult for her to find housing in the future.  I researched the Illinois Safe Homes 

Act, which provided a means for victims of domestic abuse to lawfully terminate 

their lease, and using this information I was able to negotiate with her landlord and 

in the end he released her from the lease without either party bringing an action to 

court.  

 In another case, a client was arrested for charges that were later nolle 

prossed after her accuser admitted that he lied.  However, proceeding only on the 

arrest record, the local Housing Authority sent our client a letter stating that they 

were going to terminate her from the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.  

The letter from the Housing Authority cited only the arrest.  I went down to the 

Housing Authority’s office and found that they had no record that the charges had 

been nolle prossed.  I was able to obtain the court records from the courthouse and 



get police records by submitting a Freedom of Information Act Request, and I 

submitted these documents along with a letter explaining our client’s situation to 

the Housing Authority to enter into their record in preparation for our client’s 

termination hearing.  After receiving these documents and before the termination 

hearing, the Housing Authority contacted us and our client to inform us that they 

were reversing their termination, and that the hearing would be cancelled and our 

client would be allowed to keep her voucher. 

 Having completed one year of law school, and now having completed my first 

internship, the legal system can still seem daunting at times.  But for our clients 

whom have no legal training, the system can be incredibly intimidating, confusing, 

and in many cases seemingly hopeless.  Our clients come to us at a very difficult time 

in their lives, and I am happy that through my work this summer I was able to 

relieve them of some of their burdens. 
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