
August 13, 2010

Dan Ruben, Executive Director 
Equal Justice America 
Building II - Suite 204 
13540 East Boundary Road 
Midlothian, VA  23112 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben,

I am writing to thank you for helping to fund my summer at Southern Migrant Legal 
Services (SMLS) in Nashville, TN.  I had an outstanding summer at SMLS.  I felt welcome and 
valued from the day I set foot in the office and am truly sad that the summer has come to an end. 

I did substantive work that was interesting, educational, and above all, useful to the 
attorneys in the office.  Whenever I researched a legal issue—ranging from employment law 
issues to discovery to agency law—the attorneys were interested in and responsive to my 
opinions on the subject.  Far from merely a student there on a temporary basis, I was treated like 
and felt like a member of the team.  Furthermore, by spending three months at SMLS, I was able 
to see what civil litigation is all about, from the tedium and strategy involved in discovery, to the 
intricacies of client and case management, to the research and institutional knowledge that is 
necessary for knowing how to best approach and deal with judges or opposing counsel.

In addition to standard legal work, the attorneys at SMLS allowed me to have significant 
client interaction.  I conducted intake and substantive interviews with clients by phone, attended 
client meetings, led a Know Your Rights presentation, and went on a three-day outreach trip to 
Louisiana.  The very nature of SMLS’s work—representing migratory farmworkers—makes 
face-to-face interaction with clients and workers less frequent, and so the opportunity to speak to 
workers at length about their legal rights and problems was absolutely invaluable.  The trip to 
Louisiana, in particular, stands out.  For three days, I, along with another intern and a paralegal, 
interacted with dozens and dozens of workers who were in Louisiana on temporary work visas. 
Although one is told and instinctively knows that the life of a farmworker is difficult, there is 
simply no replacement for seeing the housing in which the workers are required to live, standing 
out in the mid-afternoon 105-degree heat yourself while conversing with workers, and seeing the 
astonishment turn into gratitude when people see that you’ve driven long distances on tiny roads 
to look for and talk to people just like them.  It was truly something that I will not forget. 

I could go on and on about the experience I had this summer.  Simply put, the combination 
of the substance of the work, my particular assignments, and the interactions I had with the 
attorneys and other staff in the office made it truly unforgettable.  Although I have always been 
committed to a career in public interest law, this summer introduced me to a specific type of 
work that I hope to pursue, so much so that I hope to return to SMLS on a fellowship after 
graduation.  Thank you to Equal Justice America for making this experience possible.

Sincerely,

Briana Beltran
New York University School of Law Class of 2011






