
Dear Dan Ruben, Executive Director at Equal Justice America: 
 

My experience at Brooklyn Legal Services Corp A was phenomenal. I gained valuable 

experience in the legal field. My legal research and writing skills improved by a wide margin. 

Getting assignments every week, with specific legal questions posed towards our cases, forced 

me to critically research all the relevant statues and cases and apply them towards our case. 

Working with a group of interns on these assignments also helped me understand the value of 

teamwork. Getting things done was more interesting and efficient with a group of highly 

intelligent and driven team members.  

Our primary duties required us to assist clients with getting loan modifications. They 

were currently in default on their mortgage payments and required help. Many times, the 

lending institution failed to supply the ability to get one of these modifications, which are 

federally required after the financial crisis. Our team made sure that we drafted motions asking 

for certain documents and answers to expedite the process of getting our client a modification 

that would help them make payments in the future. We also attended settlement conferences 

at the courthouse to see how modifications get signed into place. 

My favorite project was helping a client get out of a foreclosure action. They were being 

foreclosed on even though they were making all their monthly payments. We drafted answers 

to the complaint that showed that our client was on point in making all of his payments, and 

that the bank was being negligent in its course of action. This project required a substantial 

amount of research because all sorts of documents, such as the summons and complaint, 

mortgage documents, affidavits, and other relevant work needed to be closely read and 

analyzed. We had to research proper civil procedure and foreclosure law and see how cases 



were ruled there. Then, we applied it to our case and mailed it to the opposing counsel. I had a 

great time knowing that I was helping someone keep their home. Helping others like this while 

educating myself on the legal process of foreclosure law was a truly great experience.  

 
Steven Kestel 
Cardozo Law School 




