
 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

 

 My name is Maia Hutt and this past summer I was a recipient of an Equal Justice America 

Fellowship, which helped fund my work at the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban 

Affairs. As an intern on the Committee’s Fair Housing Team, I had an opportunity to work directly with 

clients to provide direct services, conduct legal research, and draft trial motions in matters concerning fair 

housing. One of the major cases I was involved in this summer, Borum et al v. Brentwood Village, was a 

class-action on behalf of families who were being displaced from their homes due to gentrification. The case 

has since been written about in the Washington Post and various D.C. newspapers and represents a novel 

application of the disparate impact framework in Fair Housing Act litigation post-Inclusive Communities. As 

well as being a fascinating legal learning experience, my internship allowed me to interact with various 

stakeholders in the fair housing context, including community groups, non-profit organizations, tenants, 

landlords, and government agencies.  

 In addition, I got a chance to participate in pre-trial research and watch a trial involving a pregnancy 

discrimination case- Hernandez v. Chipotle. I had an opportunity to help draft proposed jury instructions and 

research various rules of evidence and their application in preparation for my supervisor’s oral argument. 

Since I want to be a civil rights litigator, the opportunity to participate in an actual jury trial was invaluable 

and has helped me determine that this is the area of the law in which I want to pursue a career. 

 I would not have been able to accept my unpaid internship with the Washington Lawyers’ Committee 

if it were not for the generous grant from Equal Justice America. This experience has not only been 

invaluable for me on a professional level, but allowed me to contribute to important civil rights work and 

help provide legal services to individuals and groups who have been traditionally underrepresented.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maia Hutt 

Columbia University Law School 






