August 31, 2013
Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Dear Mr. Ruben:
I am a 2L at the University of Richmond School of Law and am writing to thank you for
the stipend I received from Equal Justice America. Through the aid I received from this
stipend, I was able to pursue an unpaid 10-week internship at the Legal Aid Justice
Center in Richmond, VA.
Legal Aid Justice Center is a legal aid office in the heart of Richmond serving lowincome clients in immigration, education, consumer, housing, and employment matters.
LAJC also does advocacy and research on juvenile matters and other issues affecting
low-income communities. During my time at LAJC, I worked mostly with the Just
Children program, a program within LAJC that works on educational advocacy for
children with disabilities and children involved in the court system. Although there were
many cases and clients that affected me, two clients in particular profoundly impacted
me.
One case involved a child whom I worked with all summer on educational advocacy
issues. While this child had significant behavioral issues throughout his short life in
school, I never saw this aggressive side of him. Instead, in my many interactions with
him, I saw a unique and artistic child who had experienced intense emotional trauma,
which I believe affected his ability to respond appropriately in stressful situations. As I
grew to know this child, he impressed me with his intelligence and creativity, and I
wondered at the education system that saw such a different side of him.
At one point during the summer, this child had to go to a hearing in front of the local
school board where he lived. Though the attorney with LAJC would speak before the
board, this child would also have to speak about an aggressive incident at school in front
of a group of intimidating adults. Aware that he was nervous, I encouraged him to draw a
picture as we waited in the lobby of the school board office. He drew an amazingly
colorful and detailed flower that filled the page, once again impressing me with his
attention to detail and imagination. Although the hearing was not quite as successful as
we hoped, I do think that drawing before the hearing helped calm him down, and I was
encouraged by the connection we made as he drew. Because of this connection, and
because I worked so diligently on his case throughout the summer and learned so much
about his life story, he is one who I still think of and hope deeply for his future success.
Another client whom I was profoundly touched by was a young man, almost exactly my
age, who came to our office seeking assistance in obtaining his birth certificate. This man
had little contact with his family and had spent most of his life without his birth

certificate. He had attempted to obtain a copy through almost every imaginable source,
despite his limited resources, with no luck. Because he did not have a birth certificate, he
was unable to get a license or participate in work or school. I was determined to help him,
thinking at first that this would be much easier than it eventually would be. For two
weeks at the end of my internship I contacted every office I could find, again with no
luck. This man had a complicated life history that prohibited him from obtaining his birth
certificate from usual means, and eventually I had to think of more creative methods. I
then wrote every legislator in the relevant states, state and national, as well as the
Governor. A few weeks at the end of my internship, I received word that one had
listened, and had cut through the red tape to ensure that this man received his birth
certificate. Hearing that, and knowing that I might have made a difference through hard
work on his behalf, was incredibly fulfilling.
In addition to working on these cases, I did research for all the attorneys on housing,
education, consumer, employment, and immigration law. I wrote letters, spoke and met
with clients, organized files, and attended community meetings. I am now a passionate
advocate for issues I knew nothing about before, including housing and immigration. I
welcomed this opportunity to learn and make a difference, and was reassured in the
process that advocating for low-income and disadvantaged communities is what I want to
do in my career.
My newfound understanding of issues that affect low-income communities will be
incredibly valuable to me as I pursue a career in public interest law. Thank you for the
opportunity to experience this internship.
Sincerely,
Cassie Powell
University of Richmond School of Law, Class of 2016
(Dual Degree 4 year JD/ MSW program)

