
Dear Mr. Ruben,

This summer, I completed my Fellowship experience at Bread for the City. At Bread for 

the City, I had one of the most rewarding internship experiences I’ve had since starting law 

school. There, my work focused on providing civil legal services to indigent clients. What was 

nice about this work was that I got to see many different areas of the law, including family law, 

disability law, public benefits law, and landlord-tenant law. Within each of these practice areas, I 

was able to improve my legal writing skills as well as my client interview skills. One of the 

things I enjoyed the most was “on-call” hours. Being on-call meant that I was responsible for any 

walk-in clients or phone calls related to legal services for the whole day. During those hours, I 

was able to explain to clients about the different practice areas at Bread for the City; I was also 

able to give clients brief advice regarding their legal concerns if they related to our practice 

areas. 

The highlight of my summer was working on a case related to domestic violence. Our 

goal for that case was to help a client deal with an interrelated matter dealing with her child. 

What made the case worthwhile was that I saw the case from start to finish. I researched the 

arguments, prepped the client for a hearing, spoke with practitioners in the field about how they 

handled such cases, and even got to represent the client at the hearing. Her appreciativeness of 

the hard work we did and actually winning the case strengthened my resolved to practice public 

interest law and be a zealous client for indigent residents of the District of Columbia. 

Other worthwhile experiences included investigating housing code violations. One client 

in particular will always stay with me. I went to visit the client’s home and was appalled by the 

conditions the client was living in. I could not understand how the client kept smiling and joking 

with me while I was taking photographs of the unit. Finally, I asked the client how she stayed so 



optimistic and strong; her response to me was that life could always be worse and that she knew 

we were going to help her improve things so she was happy. The simplicity of that statement and 

the warmth in her voice is something I will never forget. I loved my time at Bread for the City 

and would do the experience all over again if I had the opportunity. 
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