


August 31, 2011

Dan Ruben, Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II- Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road, 
Milothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

I am writing with my evaluation of Christina Reggio's EJA-sponsored summer legal clerkship with the 
Immigration Center for Women and Children.  I have worked with hundreds of law students and lawyers in 20 
years of public interest practice.  Tina's work stood out among the very best of them.  She learns exceptionally 
quickly and does a stunning amount of extremely high quality work.

ICWC provides direct legal representation of immigrant crime victims in application for lawful 
immigration status.  Our goal is to reach and serve as many people as we can, while maintaining a 100% approval 
rate for applications and treating clients with dignity and care.  Tina handled a huge caseload of 16 clients and 
assisted ICWC staff with 18 additional cases.  She conducted dozens of eligibility screenings, and her analysis of 
callers' eligibility was superb.

Tina has a deeper understanding of the scope and nuances of U Visa law than most experienced 
practitioners in this very new field of practice.  She frequently raised issues that challenged my understanding or 
interpretation of a provision or approach in this very new field.  Even more important, she suggested solutions that 
invariably incorporated the most salient purpose of the applicable provision and reflected her client’s reality.  The 
declarations she wrote with clients were relevant, clear, compelling and authentic.  Tina also wrote requests to law 
enforcement agencies for endorsements of crime victims' immigration applications.  Those requests were 
persuasive, and the certifications she drafted for law enforcement endorsements were clear and compelling.  Tina 
is also very skilled at explaining complex legal concepts in Spanish to clients so they can be effective partners in 
building their cases and minimize retrauma.  

Tina is also an outstanding team player.  She was both eager and exceptionally competent at handling 
whatever our new office needed in order to work at greatest efficiency – from building furniture and planning 
office space use to mentoring new volunteers.  Her attitude and work habits were all far beyond my expectations, 
and she has been a joy to work with.

Our team here at ICWC is extremely grateful to EJA for making it possible for Tina to spend her summer 
working with us on legal status applications for the most vulnerable immigrants.  

Sincerely,

Susan Bowyer
Directing Attorney


