October 19, 2011
Mr. Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
13540 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204
Midlothian, VA 23112
Dear Mr. Ruben:
Thank you for awarding me the Equal Justice America 2011 Summer Fellowship. The fellowship
allowed me to spend my summer at Bet Tzedek Legal Services, working in the Holocaust
Reparations Unit. Bet Tzedek Legal Services is a non-profit organization that provides free legal
services to low-income residents of Los Angeles County. The Holocaust Reparations Unit helps
Holocaust survivors apply for reparations from Germany, Hungary, and other European
countries. The reparations programs have stringent eligibility instructions, even though the
compensation amounts are miniscule compared to the suffering of the Holocaust survivors.
Monthly pensions average $300 per month and lump sum payments are usually between $2,500
and $3,500. Bet Tzedek estimates that about one-third of Holocaust survivors in the United
States live in severe poverty. A reparations payment can mean not having to choose between
buying medicine and buying food.
At Bet Tzedek, I researched and drafted appeals of previously rejected reparation applications.
Nearly all of my clients were Russian-speaking immigrants and I was able to bond with them very
quickly because I speak fluent Russian. As soon as the clients heard me speak Russian on the
phone or when we met in person, they were forthcoming and cooperative. My Russian language
skills also came in handy when we needed to request birth certificates and housing records from
government agencies and the Ukraine. Many clients did not bring their birth certificates with them
when they immigrated and cannot afford to obtain the documents using private agencies. I
researched the current addresses of these agencies on the Russian Internet and drafted cover
letters in Russian. Bet Tzedek has only a few volunteers who speak Russian, but hundreds of
cases where the clients are from the former Soviet Union.
I am very grateful to Equal Justice America for the once in a lifetime opportunity to work with
Holocaust survivors. They are a rapidly diminishing population and they have suffered immensely.
The stories my clients told me about their persecutions were the stories I read in history books. If
only one of my appeals succeeds, I will have made a difference in someone’s life.
Thank you again for your support.
Sincerely yours,
Ely Grinvald
Class of 2012
Southwestern Law School

