
August 17, 2011

Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

Thank you very much for helping me fund my summer legal internship with Bay Area Legal Aid (Bay
Legal) in Richmond, California. During my time at Bay Legal I assisted low income clients who are
fighting unlawful detainers. Without help, these clients are faced with the risk of losing their public
housing and Section 8 Voucher benefits, most of whom would then become homeless. The clients I have
worked with face unlawful detainer actions for various reasons such as alleged criminal activity (often
based on the actions of a third-party), alleged non-payment, and because they live in properties that have
been foreclosed. The majority of my clients this summer were women and I was fortunate enough to
assist in at least five cases from the very beginning: first, helping do an intake, second, conducting a file
review at the Housing Authority, third, drafting an answer, and/or motions such as a motion to set aside
the verdict, a motion for summary judgment, as well as a motion to keep an unlawful detainer masked from
public records until the case could be heard.

My passion is working with people who have experienced domestic violence, and many of Bay Legal's
clients are survivors. One of my clients in particular stands out in my mind. This woman came to the
office because the Housing Authority was trying to evict her under the One Strike Rule due to alleged
criminal conduct. Our client called the police when her abuser, who she had a restraining order against,
came to her house, uninvited and became aggressive. He fled, but once the police found him they arrested
him because of his behavior at our client's home. A few months later, she received an eviction notice
because of the criminal activity at her home referring to this incident. She came to Bay Legal with this
notice and I drafted a letter to the Housing Authority informing them that that the notice was in direct
violation of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) which protects victims of domestic violence
against eviction in this type of situation. I recommended that they dismiss the charges and by the end of
the day the eviction had been dropped.

I have been able to help numerous people fight evictions, settle their cases, and represent themselves in
pro per. My work this summer was interesting, challenging, and gratifying. Most importantly, my
experience with Bay Legal has reaffirmed my desire to continue pursuing a career in legal aid.

Thank you again for your support. Without funding from Equal Justice America I may have not been able
to do the work I did this summer (at least not if I wanted to continue to pay rent and avoid eviction!).

Best,

Erin Everett
J.D. Candidate, 2013
UC Berkeley, School of Law (Boalt)






