
August 26, 2010

Dan Ruben

Executive Director

Equal Justice America

13540 East Boundary Road, Building II, Suite 204

Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

This letter provides a summary of my summer 2010 internship at the Legal Assistance 
Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago (LAF).  Due to the generous funding provided by Equal 
Justice America, I was able to live in Chicago for the summer and gain valuable public interest 
experience working with LAF attorneys.   

LAF works with clients in many different areas including housing, public benefits, consumer and 
family law.  Working at LAF allowed me the opportunity to work with low income clients while 
simultaneously improving my knowledge in different public interest fields.  However, most of 
my time during the summer was spent working on family law issues, including orders of 
protection and divorce.  

One project that I worked on, a divorce case for a young woman, whose husband was a member 
of a dangerous Mexican gang, was one of the most rewarding experiences of the summer.  Our 
client had been abused many times by her husband, and wanted to divorce him in Illinois.  I had 
the opportunity to not only write up motions and briefs for her case, but also to represent her in 
court to do a default divorce prove up.  After her divorce was finalized, she was so thankful for 
the representation offered by LAF.  This case really helped me to understand how difficult 
situations involving family can be, and how difficult it is for low income people to go through 
these situations without representation.  



In summation, this summer gave me valuable insight into the world of public interest law, and 
convinced me that it is essential for lawyers to provide representation to low income clients. 
Also, I would like to express my gratitude to Equal Justice America for providing me the 
opportunity to impact the lives of LAF clients living on the west side of Chicago.  This summer 
has been one of the most valuable experiences of my young legal career and it will most 
certainly affect my career path in the future.    

Sincerely,

Joel Smith

University of Wisconsin Law School, 2011






