
August 29, 2014 

 

Dan Ruben 

Executive Director  

Equal Justice America 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

 

This summer, I interned at the Immigration Center for Women and Children (ICWC) in 

Los Angeles, California. I divided my time between helping represent mentally incapacitated 

individuals in immigration proceedings and helping families victimized by violence and abuse. I 

worked on various immigration cases including U visas, Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 

petitions, adjustment of status, and a defensive asylum case. My experience at ICWC was 

challenging, rewarding, educational, and above all, inspiring. The opportunity to do meaningful 

work with clients in need reaffirmed my interest in becoming an immigration attorney after law 

school.  

Not only was I given real responsibility and a substantive workload, I learned how to earn 

the trust of clients, something that has made me a better person. A client of mine from 

Guatemala had endured repeated acts of sexual violence after coming to the United States. She 

had saved money and worked hard to support her three children, but suffered from anxiety and 

post-traumatic stress. She felt especially vulnerable because of her immigration status and was 

eager to gain the protection of legal status in order guarantee a promising future for her children.  

I met with her several times and after recording the difficult stories of her abuse, I assembled her 

personal documents, completed her visa application, and sent it out to the United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services before the end of the summer. When I told her I had 

finished her application, she gave me and big hug and told me I was making a huge difference in 

her life and the lives of her children. I have never felt so moved.  



I also worked on a defensive asylum case for a mentally incapacitated HIV-positive 

bisexual man from Central America. He has lived in the United States since he was a child and 

has no family, friends, or personal connection to his country of birth. In researching and writing 

about the unsafe conditions in his homeland, I learned about the persecution of minority groups 

in Central America and in what circumstances the United States is able to offer refuge. In writing 

a brief on the persecution he would likely face due to his medical condition, mental condition, 

and LGBT status, I gained immeasurable respect for his optimistic outlook in the face of such 

overwhelming challenges.  

The Equal Justice America Fellowship not only allowed me to pursue the legal work that 

appeals to me most, it gave me the opportunity to empower others to discover a new beginning in 

spite of the obstacles of their past. Thank you for your support and for helping students like me 

to pursue such rewarding work.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Justin Globerson 

University of California, Hastings College of Law, Class of 2016 






