
August 29, 2014 

 

Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

 

 My name is Marie Silver, and I was one of the EJA fellows this past summer.  I worked 

as a legal intern at the Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights, a non-profit organization 

located at the University of Chicago Law School.  I worked under the supervision of Director 

Maria Woltjen, Associate Director Elizabeth Frankel, and Staff Attorney Jajah Wu.  I also spent 

two weeks of my internship working out of the Young Center’s office on the border, in 

Harlingen, Texas, under the supervision of Attorneys Elizabeth Rieser-Murphy and Shalyn 

Fluharty.   

 My experience working for the Young Center was really fantastic.  I worked as a Child 

Advocate for five different unaccompanied immigrant children, and I completed various research 

projects and memos.  Because the crisis on the border involving unaccompanied children came 

to a head this summer, and because the Young Center works exclusively with and on behalf of 

these children, a lot of my work focused on policy research and advocacy in response to the 

crisis.  The larger projects I worked on were a memo on expedited removal and why it is an 

inappropriate response to the humanitarian crisis at the border and should not be applied to 

unaccompanied children, a memo on the Roma unaccompanied children who have been assigned 

Child Advocates by the Young Center, and Best Interests recommendations and advocacy on 

behalf of my five assigned children.   

 The Young Center also graciously paid for my flight to visit and work out of their office 

on the border in Harlingen, Texas, for two weeks.  While there, I worked with individual 

unaccompanied children who are or have been detained in Texas, I attended a state government 

Human Trafficking Committee hearing and a couple other meetings with different stakeholders, I 

volunteered at one of the shelters for immigrant families, and I generally aided the staff attorneys 

with whatever work they were doing.   

 While I cannot provide very specific details about the cases of the five children I worked 

with individually due to confidentiality concerns with this population, I can describe generally 

the ways in which I worked to help them this summer: 

 Four of my assigned children were detained in facilities contracted by the Office of 

Refugee Resettlement (ORR) during the summer—three in Chicago and one in Houston.  The 

fifth had already been released to a family member.  I got to know the children either by visiting 

them weekly while they were detained or by calling them weekly by phone or via Skype.  After 

we had gotten to know each other and I had a chance to review their files, my colleagues at the 

Young Center and I discussed and decided on ways we could advocate for their best interests.  

For one child, this meant helping to facilitate his trip to Canada to be reunited with his father and 

writing a Best Interests letter recommending and arguing that, under international and U.S. law, 

his removal proceedings should be terminated.  For another, it meant writing a recommendation 

for a psychiatric evaluation.  For a third, it meant helping her understand the different legal 



remedies available to her so that she could decide which she wanted to pursue with her attorney.  

These are just a few examples of the kinds of support and advocacy I provided the children.   

 I loved my work with these children, and I am currently still serving as their Child 

Advocate, as a volunteer with the Young Center.  One of the reasons I want to continue helping 

as a Child Advocate is the inspiring commitment and passion that the attorneys who work for the 

Young Center have for their work.  Despite how difficult this summer was for people and groups 

who advocate on behalf of unaccompanied children, each one of the women I worked with at the 

Young Center exhibited incredible energy and determination.  They all really believe in this 

cause, just as I do, and it was fantastic to work with likeminded, passionate individuals.  They do 

an amazing job advocating in creative and innovative ways to overcome the numerous barriers 

unaccompanied children face.   

 Another reason I want to continue as a Child Advocate, and the main reason the work I 

did this summer meant so much to me, is the resilience and spirit my five assigned children 

display despite the immense tragedy and hardship they have experienced.  Each one of these kids 

has experienced so much trauma and strife, but each one is able to smile, laugh, reflect, improve, 

and love.  They are such wonderful people already, and they deserve all of the help they can get.   

 I have learned so much from my fellowship experience.  Working with the Young Center 

has taught me what policy advocacy is really about, and also what it means to be a Child 

Advocate as compared to directly representing children as an attorney.  I am thrilled that I will be 

able to continue this work, and I know my new connections and knowledge about the situation 

currently confronting unaccompanied children will serve me well in my work with this 

population in the future.  I am so thankful that Equal Justice America enabled me to have this 

experience and do the work I love this summer.  Thank you so much for everything. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Silver 

J.D. Candidate, 2015 

DePaul University, College of Law 






