August 17, 2011
Mr. Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112
Dear Mr. Ruben:
I have found my summer internship at the Harriett Buhai Center to be an extremely
rewarding and interesting experience. In addition to helping clients through a deeply
emotional and personal time in their lives, I have also gained valuable insight into family
law issues and poverty law more generally. Through my work, I was able to improve my
writing and research skills.
Throughout the summer I have been consistently impressed by each client’s ability to rise
above challenging circumstances and navigate a complicated and often frustrating court
system so that they can provide safe and happier lives for their families. One of my first
clients at the Center was a middle-aged woman who had been in a long-term abusive
relationship and was seeking a divorce and orders for custody of her children. Her
husband had been abusive for many years and the children had often seen the abuse. She
was a monolingual Spanish speaker and therefore required a court appointed translator
with her in court. When she first came into the office she was timid and hesitant to
represent herself. She was fearful that the language barrier would be a disadvantage to
her and she was scared to ask the judge for full custody of her children. However, over
the course of several visits she grew more confident and self-assured. She successfully
represented herself in pro per and was able to receive the custody orders she had asked
for. The look on her face as she relayed the news to me in the office after her hearing
was so touching. She was genuinely proud of herself and I was so happy to have been a
part of her success.
Another client that stands out is a twenty-year-old father of two. Although he had never
intended to be a single parent, when his girlfriend proved unable to raise their two
children full time as a result of addiction, he stepped up to the plate and fought for
custody of his children. We worked together to create orders that would keep the
children safe and still give them the opportunity to spend time with and foster a
relationship with their mother. This client’s maturity and calm was always impressive
and the sacrifices he made for the well being of his two boys will always inspire me.
My EJA fellowship afforded me the opportunity to improve my client interviewing skills
while simultaneously helping the Harriett Buhai Center to manage a larger caseload then
they would have otherwise been able to. The opportunity to write proposed judgments,
trial briefs, and memorandum on points an authorities will help me in my future legal

career and the exposure to navigating the family courts system gives me new appreciation
for the obstacles facing low income families in Los Angeles.
I am very grateful for this opportunity and I hope I was able to leave a positive impact on
the Harriett Buhai Center for Family Law.
Best regards,
Mishan Araujo
University of Chicago
Class of 2013

