
MUNISHWAR LALL

August 14, 2012

Dan Ruben
Executive Director, Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, Virginia 23112

Re: Summer Internship at Essex-Newark Legal Services

Dear Mr. Ruben,

I would like to express my gratitude to you and the Equal Justice America family for 
making my summer internship a worthwhile experience. 

I obtained experience working on Expungement issues this past summer as an intern at 
Essex-Newark Legal Services (ENLS). My work at ENLS strengthened my understanding of how 
legal services can work to advance the law to protect low-income individuals and affirmed my 
desire to focus my career on engaging in public interest work. This experience exposed me to a 
range of critical legal issues facing our clients; above all, I worked with a number of clients who 
waited as long as ten years to file for an expungement, many demonstrating they engaged in 
activities  that  limited  the  risk  of  re-offending,  were  active  in  various  community  service 
projects,  and  proved that  their  re-entry  into  the  workplace  was in  the  public  interest.  My 
experience  working  with  such  clients  has  demonstrated  that  low-income  individuals  have 
minimal access to financial and informative resources.  The ability of the law to protect low-
income individuals is limited and many  are unable to defend themselves.  They face multi-
dimensional obstacles and, of limited financial  means, many of my clients were trapped by 
circumstance. 

Notwithstanding the statutory requirements for filing an expungement petition in New 
Jersey, which overwhelmed many of our clients, my managing attorney did everything within 
her power to guide clients through this process. Prior to my employment at ENLS, I had minimal 
exposure  to  expungement  issues.  Within  days  of  my internship,  however,  I  was  analyzing 
clients’ arrest records, drafting petitions, and preparing  related documents for submission to 
appropriate courts, including verifications, proposed order of hearings, closing letters, reviewing 
a client’s criminal case history, filling out transcript request forms and completing forms for 
certified criminal records.

Not only  was I  interacting with clients  and providing legal  assistance but it  was our 
mission to make individuals aware of their legal rights and provide useful information if they 
choose to pursue a legal case on their own.  We also provided information on women’s support 
organizations, food and clothing assistance, and locations of re-entry facilities. During my time 
at ENLS, my fellow colleagues and I made it possible to reduce our waiting list by more than 
half.  It  was  a  rewarding  experience  to  speak with  prospective  clients,  supply  them with  a 
resource packet and reassure them that our office was here to help, giving them a sense of 
empowerment.  Before my exit, I shouldered the responsibility of preparing various documents 
for  our  expungement  seminar.  I  organized  flow  charts  for  juvenile  delinquency  and  adult 



conviction expungement, which had to be updated to reflect recent changes, and I explained 
the  recommended  steps  clients  have  to  take  to  prove  their  expungement  is  in  the  public 
interest.

This opportunity would have not been made possible without your support. I am honored 
to be a Fellowship recipient and I greatly appreciate the efforts of Equal Justice America. 
  

Respectfully, 

Munishwar Lall
Rutgers School of Law- Newark
J.D. Candidate – Class of 2014






