Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
13540 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204
Midlothian, VA 23112
Dear Mr. Ruben,
Thank you so much for providing me with the opportunity through fellowship funding to work
at the National Center for Youth Law (NYCL) in Oakland, California. Working there for just ten
short weeks has only solidified my commitment to serving the public interest.
While at NYCL, I worked closely with the Deputy Director Patrick Gardner, and Arthur Liman
Fellow Zahra Hayat, assisting children on Medicaid gain access to the mental health services
they desperately need. Most of my work was assisting in discovery in a class action suit against
Washington State for failing to provide wraparound services that children receiving Medicaid
are entitled to receive under the EPSDT mandate under federal law. I also helped draft a report
outlining the access and payment problem children in California in the foster care system
encounter when they are moved to a different county, since California Medicaid (Medi-Cal) is
administered by each county individually. I was able to strengthen my research and writing
skills through Patrick and Zahra’s close supervision.
Additionally, NYCL’s summer program provided me the opportunity to explore other careers in
the public interest, as well as speak with successful lawyers in the field. I was able to visit a
juvenile detention facility and see how the juvenile court process works, as well as visit a
criminal court and see the role of the judge and public defenders. The program also enabled me
to watch videos of the life of Judge Thelton Henderson, a district court judge and former civil
rights lawyer and the life of Cruz Reynoso, a farmworker who emerged as the first Latino justice
in the Supreme Court of California. I was also exposed to social problems of harsh sentencing
for juveniles and was able to see firsthand the policy and advocacy work that NYCL does to
ameliorate those problems.
The experience provided me the opportunity to work closely with fierce advocates who
dedicate their careers and lives to generating social change, through policy work, advocacy, and
strong will and determination. I have made many professional contacts that will serve as
mentors and role models in my path to a career in the public interest. NYCL also provided very
practical information about financing a public interest career, applying for clerkships and
fellowships, and generally creating your own path to pursue a worthwhile career that you love.
I cannot speak highly enough about this experience, and I hope that one day I am able to work
at an organization as committed to creating the next generation of poverty lawyers as the

National Center for Youth Law is.
I cannot yet say in what area of law I would like to pursue a career, but I have been provided
the tools through my summer work to find an excellent organization and explore my options. As
of right now I would like to either work in civil rights, juvenile justice, child advocacy, or
environmental justice. I now feel confident in my skills and determination to make my dream a
reality, and wholeheartedly pursue a career in serving the public interest.
Again, I thank you very much for this opportunity, and hope that everyone who was able to
receive this fellowship had a similarly amazing experience.
Sincerely,
Rachel Miller
University of Pennsylvania Law School
Class of 2012

