




 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
September 12, 2014 
 
Dan Ruben 
Equal Justice America 
13540 East Boundary Road 
Midlothian, VA 23112 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben: 
 
I am writing this letter on behalf of Rebecca Hufstader.  Rebecca worked as a summer 
intern at Nationalities Service Center in Philadelphia under my supervision from May to 
August 2014.  When I think of all the work that Rebecca accomplished—from 
conducting countless client intakes with Spanish speakers, researching complex 
criminal and immigration issues, preparing a legal brief, and completing applications 
and drafting affidavits for several clients—it is difficult to believe she was only with us for 
one summer.   
 
Rebecca’s performance as a legal intern at Nationalities Service Center was 
outstanding.  Early on in her internship, she impressed me with her diligence, 
dedication, and ability to advocate for clients.  Rebecca was quick to develop her 
understanding of the intersection of criminal and immigration law as well as the skills 
necessary to represent clients effectively, including assembling documentary evidence 
and drafting complicated legal briefs.  Rebecca also displayed excellent courtroom 
skills, having represented clients in multiple hearings under my supervision.       
 

In addition to her excellent writing and courtroom skills, Rebecca was an effective 
advocate because of her interpersonal skills and thoughtfulness.  Whether she was 
representing someone in immigration court, interviewing a client in a detention facility, 
or preparing an affidavit with a victim of abuse, Rebecca demonstrated great poise and 
maturity.  Many of our clients are from vulnerable populations and have suffered 
trauma.  Rebecca demonstrated a natural ability to act as a relentless advocate for 
clients while exuding great calm and sensitivity in their presence. 
 
If I can offer any further insight with regard to Rebecca’s performance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 610-804-2207 or arodriguez@nscphila.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Abel Rodríguez 
Staff Attorney 
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