
August 28,2012

Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
13540 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben:

I spent this summer in the Clean Slate Practice group of the East Bay Community Law Center
(EBCLC). I had a wonderful experience, so much so that I will continue to work there part-time
this semester as part of my clinical education at University of California, Berkeley, School of
Law.

In ten short weeks, I was able to learn a great deal about criminal records remedies in California,
as well as more broadly collateral consequences of being involved in the criminal justice system.
I was quickly trained and then was able to put into practice client interviewing and interaction
skills, as well as broader legal skills including research and writing.

My absolute favorite part of the summer was the weekly drop-in clinic. I would go to Hayward
every Monday, to staff a drop-in legal clinic for individuals with criminal records. Within a few
weeks, I was able to meet with clients on my own, assess the best legal advice to give them,
check-in with a supervisor, and then deliver that advice to my client. More often than not, I was
able to take a client on, or help them to fill out fiieirproper paperwork to file for California
Penal Code § 1203.4 dismissals on their own. I was also able to help to empower individuals in
applying for jobs and knowing their rights when it conies to background checks. Many clients
had more complicated problems, and I would enjoy coming back to the office, researching an
appropriate answer and working with the client to help them to secure housing or pursue
employment.

One of my favorite clients is a young man, who early on in their adulthood, was convicted of two
misdemeanors soon after he legally became an adult. He is in his late twenties now, and is
looking to become a public school teacher. I believe he will be a fantastic teacher as well as a
mentor for students in his community. I was able to help him to get his convictions dismissed.
However, he is having difficulty getting the proper certification to begin the teaching credential
process due to his criminal history. I look forward to continuing to work with him to navigate the
certification process to guarantee that he is indeed able to .fulfill his dream of becoming a
teacher.

My summer at EBCLC meant the world to me. It solidified my desire to continue to work in



direct legal services throughout law school and to start my legal career. I enjoyed the fast-paced
and collegial nature of working in a legal services organization, and I believe that I was truly
able to make a difference in the lives of my clients.

1 am thrilled to be continuing to work with the Clean Slate Practice this semester, as I will soon
be certified by the State Bar of California to appear in court. I will be able to represent some of
the clients that I took on this summer, and continue with them through the court hearing process.

Thank you so much for naming me as an Equal Justice America Fellow.

Sjncerely,

Shana Heller






