
August 13, 2012

Dan Ruben
Equal Justice America
1350 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Dan Ruben:

My summer fellowship experience was quite memorable.  I worked at the Domestic Violence 

Legal Clinic, located inside the Domestic Violence Courthouse in Chicago, Illinois.  During my 

fellowship I worked on orders of protections, divorce, and parentage cases.  When working on 

orders of protection I was able to interview clients, prepare their paper work, and accompany them 

to court.  I enjoyed being able to stay with the client throughout the process.  The clients were 

often nervous and scared.  I was glad to be able to be with them and explain the court process to 

them.  With a couple of the clients I was able to stay with them throughout their time with the 

clinic.  For one client I was able to interview her, prepare her court orders, and accompany her to 

court for an emergency order of protection.  Then I was able to help a staff attorney prepare for her 

hearing, sit in on client meetings, and attend the hearing.  It was a great opportunity to work on a 

case to its conclusion.  I really enjoyed being able to help her throughout the order of protection.

Also, I was able to work with another client on her order of protection and divorce.   She was a 

young mother of two children who was attempting to flee from her abusive husband.   On her first 

day at the clinic, I interviewed her and represented her in court on an emergency order of 

protection hearing.  Following the hearing, her husband filed for divorce.  I prepared the petition 

for divorce and represented her on a status call in the divorce case.  I really enjoyed being able to 

help her obtain the order of protection and represent her in the divorce case.   It was very 



rewarding to see how she was helping herself and her daughters build a better life.  

While working with the divorce staff attorney I was able to sit in on client meetings and draft 

marital settlement agreements.  It meant a lot to me to be able to help these clients move on with 

their lives and away from their abusers.  For one client I was able to sit in on many client meetings 

and the pre-trial conference for her case.  It was reassuring to see how thankful she was that we 

were helping her obtain a divorce.  

Since the clinic is located in the courthouse I saw the many people who came in each day looking 

for help.  Many of them did not have attorneys and did not understand how to navigate the court 

proceedings.  I was glad I was able to help some of them during this difficult time in their lives.  I 

see the need for public interest work now more than ever before.  

The opportunity to have a summer fellowship helped me narrow me interests and discover that 

public interest is truly a career path I would like to pursue.  I will never forget the experience I had 

at the clinic.  I enjoyed learning from the staff attorneys and helping all of the clients.  Thank you 

so much for this experience.

All the best,

Shannon Quinn

The John Marshall Law School

May 2013




