
Dan Ruben 

Executive Director at Equal Justice America 

13540 East Boundary Road Building II,  

Suite 204  

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

August 7, 2017 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 

My fellowship at Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach (APILO) has been nothing short of 

amazing. As a law clerk, I was able to help our clients fight evictions through the housing project 

and gain status in the United States through the immigration project. I also worked on family law 

and domestic violence cases in order to learn more about different areas of law. 

 

With regard to the housing project, I primarily helped low-income tenants fight unlawful 

detainers, i.e. evictions, in housing court. I met with and interviewed clients in order to gain a 

better understanding of their problem and construct defenses they could use in court. I found this 

initial step to be the most vital because it allowed me to learn their story and thus, become a 

better advocate for their needs. For example, by listening to one of our client’s concerns, I helped 

my supervisor secure a settlement deal for a client who had cancer and endured domestic 

violence from her landlord. In addition, we encouraged a landlord attorney to give one of our 

clients a behavioral stipulation rather than a move-out order. I will never forget his gratitude 

towards us after the settlement deal. He thanked us repeatedly, was almost in tears, and told us 

that we were the reason he was not going to sleep on the streets tonight. The housing project was 

particularly important to me because I knew we were going to help clients with the most basic 

necessity, housing.   

 

In the immigration project, I worked on asylum law, naturalization, and violence against women 

applications. The asylum applications I worked on were extremely challenging because of the 

horrific violence and persecution that our clients faced in their home country. Our office was 

able to help numerous women who endured years of the worst type of violence obtain status in 

the United States. I remember during only my third day of work, I met with two sisters who 

faced threats of rape by gang members. For two hours, I had to ask them to relive their 

experiences so I could write their declarations for their asylum applications. These young girls 

had not even reached the age of 18 and yet have already seen the most dreadful acts of 

humankind. During my meetings with these sisters, I saw firsthand how much our clients relied 

on their attorneys for their livelihood. I learned how vital our role was in their lives because of 

the harm they could experience if they were forced to return to their country. I felt a tremendous 

amount of pressure, but also felt that I had an obligation to use the law to ensure that their story 

is heard. 

 

In all, my fellowship at APILO prepared me extremely well by equipping me with the skills I 

need to be a compassionate and service-orientated attorney. I learned the value in having 

culturally competent attorneys for our clients in order to serve them more effectively. This 



fellowship further validated my desire to serve my community and ensure that everyone, 

regardless of their socio-economic background, gets their day in court. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kristine Avena 

UC Hastings, 2019 






