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EQUAL JUSTICE AMERICA

LAW STUDENT FELLOWSHIPS

Since 1993—working to protect children
and families in need

The promise of equal justice is the promise of America.
“With liberty and justice for all,” are the words recited
every day by our nation's school children. It is a promise
that has not been kept. The American
)
80% of the Bar Association estimates that the United
legal needs of

What We've Done

¢ Equal Justice America has sponsored
more than 2,500 law students to
work with nearly 400 legal services

States fails to meet 80% of the civil organizations across the country.
the po_or are legal needs of the poor. Unlike criminal Interning under the supervision of
not belng met. defendants who are guaranteed an experienced attorneys, our fellowship

-American Bar Association recipients have provided crucial

attorney under the U.S. Constitution,
most low-income litigants must face adversarial
proceedings without the benefit of counsel.

As a result, women and children victimized by
domestic violence do not get the legal help they
desperately need. Families are wrongfully evicted
and forced into homelessness. The elderly and poor
have no recourse when they fall prey to scams in the
marketplace. The disabled are discriminated against
without the representation they need to protect their
rights. Bureaucratic abuse and neglect go without
remedy, often causing families to lose life-sustaining
benefits. There can be no justice for those forced to
face these struggles without the help of an attorney.

Who We Are

Equal Justice America is an independent non-profit
501(c)(3) corporation established in 1993. EJA has
become a national leader in providing opportunities
for law students to work with organizations that
deliver civil legal services to the poor. Our efforts
expose a new generation of future lawyers to the
urgency of pro bono assistance to those in need.
Students at more than 70 law schools now have the
opportunity to take part in the Equal Justice America
Fellowship Program.

assistance to low-income clients
struggling through the complexities
of our civil justice system.

EJA has paid out more than $7.5
million in grants and has provided
approximately 750,000 hours of free
legal services with programs that
work to protect the rights of the poor.

In September 2002, we began
funding two-year post-graduate EJA
Fellowships, launching the public
interest careers of outstanding young
attorneys. Nearly $1 million has been
committed to these post-graduate
fellowships.

In September 2000, Pace University
Law School established the Equal
Justice America Disability Rights Clinic
with a major grant and an ongoing
commitment from EJA. We have
contributed more than $300,000 to
the EJA Clinic, which has become

an integral part of the Law School’s
highly regarded clinical program.



What They're Saying About Equal Justice America...

“EJA supports legal services for those in need by raising funds for fellowships that expose law students
to the challenges and rewards of legal services work. Through EJA Fellowships, law students learn by
example, gaining real world experience by helping actual clients and learning basic public interest
lawyering skills. Even small donations can inspire budding lawyers to devote years—and in some
cases careers—to serving the needy and the public interest.”

— Harold Hongju Koh
Dean, Yale Law School

“Our office would like to sincerely thank you for providing us with such great talent over the past
two months. In my seven years with Legal Aid, Hannah Akintoye is no doubt the best summer
intern we have had. She proved an invaluable member of our team by contributing to the handling
of our workload from the very first day. Hannah gained in-depth experience in a wide variety of
practice areas, including elder law, protection from abuse cases, criminal records expungement, child
dependency cases, social security and unemployment compensation hearings and housing law. We
are very grateful for the opportunity provided by Equal Justice America for allowing us to work with
Hannah this summer.”
— David J. Bennethum
Managing Attorney
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania

“Equal Justice America has quietly and effectively provided important support to the practice of
public interest law, by funding law students whose talent, commitment and enthusiasm contributes
immeasurably to this work. Equal Justice America’s leadership is an invaluable help in ensuring that the
next generation of idealistic young lawyers will be able to continue the tradition of public service.”

— Christine Todd
Vice President, Administration
The Legal Aid Society of San Francisco

“Lawyers must assist this program by donating funds so that it can continue and grow. One of the
highest goals of our justice system is to insure proper representation of all persons who appear before
the courts. Equal Justice America is fighting to achieve this worthy objective. It needs and deserves
your support.”
— Peter H. Meyers
Professor of Clinical Law
The George Washington University Law School

“How about all lawyers, particularly if you aren’t doing your share of pro bono work, send a check...”
— Nancy Keefe

Editor and Columnist
Gannett Newspapers



EJA Founder/Director
Profiled as Visionary in
Law Alumni Magazine

An article from the

Pace Law School Magazine
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Pace Law School Magazine Spring 2010
Alumni Profile: Dan Ruben "91

A Visionary for Providing
Legal Services to
Those Most in Need

For some people, reaching
out to those in need means
helping a motorist stranded
road-side; to others, it means
donating money in the wake
of a disaster. For Dan Ruben,
helping those who need it
most is his vocation.

Shortly after graduating
from Pace Law School in 1991, Ruben founded Equal
Justice America, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that brings low-income and vulnerable communities
together with legal services. Equal Justice America (EJA)
is unique because of its dual-focus: both to provide legal
services to those in need and also to enable law students
to access public interest law education and training.

Ruben founded Pace’s Public Interest Law Scholarship
Organization (PILSO) in 1990, which has since become
an integral part of the Law School’s character and focus.
Today, PILSO raises and provides funding each summer
for over 30 Pace Law students to intern with public
interest organizations.

“I was very fortunate growing up; I never wanted
for anything and I felt I should give back in some way,”
Ruben says of his motivations for founding PILSO.
“The idea of starting this organization seemed to be a
way for one person to make a difference.”

Though a huge part of Pace Law now, PILSO was
initially a one-man operation and an intense labor of love.

“I went around campus, door to door collecting
money (to start up) and almost every single professor
wrote a check,” Ruben recalls of PILSO’s humble
beginnings. “During the course of initially raising money,
[ developed the idea that PILSO could be successful on
a national scale.”

For the rest of his time at Pace, Ruben worked
tirelessly to cement PILSO’s place in the Law School

s done more for the ;

community. Through hard work and long hours, the
experience stayed with Ruben and shaped his future.

“I got more satisfaction out of starting and running
PILSO than anything else I did at law school,” Ruben
says. “It just became clear to me that this was what I was
going to do when I graduated.”

Equal Justice America has raised millions of dollars
to allow law students to work in public interest without
having to go further into debt; while at the same time,
EJA has provided invaluable assistance to under-served
communities in dire need of legal aid.

“[EJA clients] desperately need people who are ready
to go to bat for them,” Ruben says of his work.

As PILSO helped Ruben identify the area of law in
which he would ultimately practice and inspired him to
found Equal Justice America, Ruben later united his EJA
work with PILSO by funding the Equal Justice America
Disability Rights Clinic at Pace Law School.

“The on-going support of Equal Justice America
for the Disability Rights Clinic has been instrumental
in the Clinic’s success. What started out as a pilot
project has become an integral part of the Law School’s
clinical program,” says Professor Gretchen Flint, faculty
supervisor of the Clinic. “Over the last nine years,
hundreds of disabled persons and their families have
been assisted by students who have learned legal skills
and the satisfaction of helping people in need.”

In March 2003 Ruben was honored with the
PILSO Lifetime Achievement Award and received a
Congressional  Proclamation from Congresswoman
Nita M. Lowey for having founded PILSO and for his
professional work building Equal Justice America.

At the award dinner, Professor Vanessa Merton,
faculty supervisor of the Immigration Justice Clinic,
stated simply, “Dan has done more for the practice of
public interest law in this country than any other Pace
Law graduate.”

Ruben, however, is much more modest in his
summation of his work: “We're just trying to do the best
we can for people who really need these services.”
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Fellowships Sponsored by Equal Justice America
Fiscal Year 2009-2010

Law Student Fellowships

Fall 2009/Spring 2010
¢ Kimberly Adams, Wayne State University, Detroit Center for Family Advocacy,
Spring
e Patience Agbenyadzie, UCLA, Harriet Buhai Center for Family Law, Los Angeles,
Fall
e Kaitlin Ainsworth, Yale, New Haven Legal Assistance Association TRO Project,
Fall/Spring

e Valerie Atria, Loyola University of Chicago, Legal Assistance Foundation of
Metropolitan Chicago, Spring

® Nicole Berg, University of Illinois, Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago, Fall

e Zach Burroughs, George Mason University, Potomac Legal Aid Society, Fall

Ashley Carter, William and Mary, Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia

(Williamsburg Office), Spring

Alexis Chmell, DePaul University, Chicago Legal Clinic, Fall

Alejandra Cruz, UCLA, Public Counsel, Fall

Coco Culhane, Brooklyn Law School, South Brooklyn Legal Services, Spring

Drew Cutle, University of Illinois, Chicago Legal Clinic, Fall/Spring

Ellie Dehghan, Stanford, Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto, Spring

Shahna Esber, American University, Central American Resource Center

(CARECEN), Washington, DC, Spring

® Jennifer Grobelski, DePaul University, Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago, Fall

e Jia Han, UCLA, Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County, Fall

e Angela Hernandez, DePaul University, Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago, Spring

® Edward Huang, Brooklyn Law School, South Brooklyn Legal Setvices, Spting

® Kenneth Jamison, Yale, New Haven Legal Assistance Association TRO Project,
Fall/Spring

¢ Abbie Johnson, University of Colorado, Colorado Legal Setvices, Spring

Saira Khan, Brooklyn Law School, Sanctuary for Families Center for Battered

Women’s Legal Services, Spring

Elizabeth Kiernan, William and Maty, Legal Aid Justice Center, Richmond, Fall
Marissa Knack, Michigan State, Legal Services of Eastern Michigan, Flint, M1, Fall
Rachel Lappin, Brooklyn Law School, HIV Law Project, New Yotk City, Spring
Jose Medina, New York University, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Fall

Christine Meyer, Brooklyn Law School, HIV Law Project, Spring

Gregory Minor, UC Berkeley Boalt Hall, East Bay Community Law Center, Fall
Chatles Moore, Mercer University, Central Virginia Legal Aid Society, Fall



e Kushbu Patel, Rutgers University, Essex-Newark Legal Services

® Michael Pope, Brooklyn Law School, The Bronx Defenders, Spring

e Elizabeth Ptacek, University of Chicago, Chicago Legal Clinic, Fall/Spring

® Chelsea Purvis, Yale, New Haven Legal Assistance Association TRO Project,
Fall/Spring

® Ms. Maakor Quarmyne, William and Mary, Legal Aid Society of Eastern Vitginia,
Fall

e Mary Ross, UCLA, Public Counsel, Fall

e Alex San Filippo-Rosser, University of Colorado, Colorado Legal Setvices,
Fall/Spring

e Kiristin Shaffer, Yale, New Haven Legal Assistance Association TRO Project,
Fall/Spring

e Jeffrey Stephens, UCLA, Public Counsel, Fall

e [Katherine Stewart, UCLA, Los Angeles Dependency Lawyers Inc, Fall

e [Kathleen Unger, Loyola University Los Angeles, Public Counsel, Fall

® Rebecca Walters, American University, DC Employment Justice Centet, Spring

® Douglas Wilber, University of Chicago, Chicago Legal Clinic, Fall/Spring

Law Student Fellowships
Summer 2010

e Allen Acosta, Boston University, Greater Boston Legal Services

e Anlyn Addis, Wayne State University, Sugar Law Center, Detroit, MI

e Juhi Aggarwal, Georgetown University, Equal Rights Advocates, San Francisco

e Hannah Akintoye, University of Pittsburgh, Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania,
Bristol, PA

e Sarah Alba, University of Pennsylvania, Manhattan Legal Services - Legal Services
NYC

® Portia Allen-Kyle, Rutgers University, Street Law Program at Rutgers University
School of Law

e Lauren Almquist, Harvard Law School, National Center for Law and Economic
Justice, New York City

e Charles (Matt) Alva, Chicago-Kent, Equip for Equality, Chicago

e Arupa Barua, Rutgers University, Philadelphia Legal Assistance

® Daniel Beauchemin, University of Michigan, Community Legal Services and
Counseling Center, Cambridge, MA

¢ Kenton Beckstead, Georgetown University, Idaho Legal Services

® Briana Beltran, New York University, Southern Migrant Legal Services (a project of
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid), Nashville, TN

e Elizabeth Benton, Harvard Law School, Greater Boston Legal Setvices

® Amy Berger, Drexel University, Support Center for Child Advocates, Philadelphia

L ]
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Meredith Berwick, University of Chicago, Legal Assistance Foundation of
Metropolitan Chicago
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Martha Buttry, University of Texas, American Gateways, Austin

Cyndi Caldwell, University of Pittsburgh, Neighborhood Legal Services Association,
Pittsburgh

Paul Caritj, University of Michigan, Michigan Unemployment Insurance Project,
Ann Arbor

Amaris Catlson, University of Michigan, Legal Services of South Central Michigan
Caitlin Chan, Northeastern University, Greater Boston Legal Services

Elizabeth Chan, University of Virginia, Legal Aid Justice Center, Chatlottesville

Whitney Chelgren, Loyola Law School Los Angeles, National Senior Citizens Law
Center, Los Angeles

Ceridwen Cherry, University of Michigan, Lawyers” Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, DC

Skyler Cho, Harvard Law School, Greater Boston Legal Services

Janet Choi, American University, Farmworker Justice, Washington, DC

Marshall Chriswell, University of the District of Columbia, UDC Housing and
Consumer Clinic

Brittany Clement, Boston University, Community Action Program Legal Setvices,
Boston

Lucy Clippinger, Cornell Law School, Rural Law Center of NY, Plattsburgh, NY
Jordan Cohen, UC Hastings College of Law, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid

Novella Coleman, Harvard Law School, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the
San Francisco Bay Area

Christina (Tina) Colon, New York University, Integrated Refugee and Immigrant
Services, New Haven

Herve Comeau, Cornell Law School, Catholic Charities Legal Services, Miami, FL
Jacqueline Croteau, Boston University, Greater Boston Legal Services

Alexandria Cuff, University of Richmond, Legal Aid Justice Center, Richmond

Clare Diegel, Northwestern University, Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago

Rachel DiNardo, New York University, East Bay Community Law Center

Meghan Dunn, UC Hastings College of Law, Legal Advocates for Children and
Youth, San Jose

Scott Edelsberg, University of Miami, Bet Tzedek Legal Setvices, Los Angeles

Eliyahu Elias, George Washington University, Brooklyn Legal Setrvices Corporation
A

Mariana Elias, George Mason University, Legal Services of Northern Vitginia,
Fairfax

Rosanna Eugenio, Tulane Law School, Loyola Law Clinic

Bryan Evans, American University, Bread for the City, Washington, DC

Maia Falconi-Sachs, Georgetown University, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND),
Washington, DC

A. Gavin Fishman, Boston University, Greater Boston Legal Services

Megan Fitzpatrick, University of Chicago, Legal Assistance Foundation of
Metropolitan Chicago





















