
        August 10, 2018 

 

Dan Ruben  

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 

My summer fellowship has been an exhilarating experience. I write to express both my gratitude 

to Equal Justice America for this opportunity as well as to explain all that I have learned from 

my fellowship with the Women’s Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh.  

 

This summer I had the extraordinary opportunity to work with the Women’s Center & Shelter’s 

legal department, the Civil Law Project. The Civil Law Project represents plaintiffs in Protection 

from Abuse (PFA) cases. Our clients are required to be lower income individuals who are in 

need of protection from either a current or former intimate partner. From the beginning of the 

PFA process till the end, we represent our clients through every aspect that our resources allow. 

For example, because a Final PFA Order has been issued by the court does not mean our work 

may end with that client. They may need help with child or spousal support or their divorce 

matters. The attorneys I worked with are very diligent and thorough and provided a terrific 

example of the type of work ethic every attorney should have, especially in such a delicate area 

of law. I had the opportunity to complete various tasks throughout my summer here, which 

exemplified these attorneys’ zealous work ethic. 

 

Throughout my time with the Civil Law Project, I was able to complete various assignments, 

which helped me improve as a law student and which will most assuredly also help me succeed 

as a future lawyer. During my time here, I have interviewed clients both in-person and on the 

phone, I have helped represent them during the entirety of their PFA cases, I have explained to 

them the differences between the various orders they could obtain through PFA court, and I have 

even negotiated cases with defendants. Additionally, I have filled out every type of possible 

order for PFA Court and discussed with our clients what the process looks like after they receive 

their PFA Court Order. Furthermore, I have drafted numerous types of legal documents for the 

Civil Law Project attorneys. For example, I have drafted various petitions such as Petition for 

Civil Contempt, Petition to Dismiss Exceptions, Petition to Reinstate, Petition to Enforce, as well 

as various motions; for example, Motions to Withdraw. I’ve also improved my communication 

skills by interacting with and contacting various people throughout my time here, such as, 

various police departments as well as clients and defendants. I have contacted both via phone 

calls as well as through contact letters. Overall, I would describe my experience here as 

invaluable.  

 



I am forever grateful to Equal Justice America because your generosity permitted me to work for 

the Civil Law Project of the Women’s Center & Shelter. Before my internship, I never thought I 

would be interested in family law. After my internship, however, I am not only interested in 

family law, but could see myself doing exactly this type of work as a future lawyer. This work is 

both very fulfilling and very rewarding.  I am eternally grateful for this opportunity I had this 

summer and look forward to working in the same area of law in my future endeavors.  

Thank you again for the generosity and opportunity you have given me this summer. It is a 

summer I will truly never forget.  

 

Sincerely,  

Elise Hahn 

Duquesne University School of Law 

Class of 2019 






