Dear Equal Justice America,
My name is Maggie Kopel and I am a student at the University of Pennsylvania Law
School. I spent my summer after 2L year at Colorado Legal Services, in the Migrant Farm
Worker Division. My role was to perform outreach and complete legal work for Farm Workers
in Northeastern Colorado. Every evening, I drove to visit Farm Workers across the region. I
would bring information about their rights related to wages, employment and housing. My time
in the office each day was spent following up on any legal questions the Farm Workers had. I
also worked on one long-term immigration project, completing a U Visa application for a Farm
Worker client. Throughout the summer, I visited over 120 housing sites, and met with over 600
workers.
Much of my work and research was focused on labor and employment law in Colorado. I
was able to learn about a wide variety of topics, from workers’ compensation, to tax regulations
for H-2A workers, to pesticide safety. It was fascinating to learn about the federal regulatory
frameworks, and how their implementation was (or was not) effective at the state and local
levels. I really enjoyed being able to meet with so many clients, and to offer concrete solutions to
their problems. Given the population I was working with, I saw a lot of people who were living
and working in extremely remote areas with no access to legal aid besides our organization.
Although the driving was exhausting, it was worth it to bring important information to those who
needed it most.
It was also wonderful to be part of the amazing team at Colorado Legal Services, and to
see how a nonprofit organization works. The Migrant Farm Worker Division team is very small,
and yet manages to serve the entire state of Colorado. They do everything from giving clients
referrals to bringing litigation in Federal District Court. It was incredible to see the impact they

are able to have with their limited resources. I also loved seeing the client relationships they have
developed over the year, and the utter trust clients place in them.
After this summer, I am confident I want to pursue a career in public interest law and
continue advocating for those with limited access to legal justice. I am grateful to Equal Justice
America for facilitating this opportunity for me.
Thank you,
Maggie Kopel
University of Pennsylvania Law School

