
August 22, 2015 

 

 

Dan Ruben  

Executive Director, Equal Justice America 

13540 E. Boundary Road 

Midlothian, Virginia 23112 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 

 Thank you and the entire Equal Justice America organization for helping to fund my 

summer internship with the Legal Aid Justice Center (LAJC). Through LAJC, I was able to help 

prevent eviction, find new housing, and gain access to housing assistance for 20 clients. Several 

of my clients were threatened with eviction based on wildly inaccurate accounts of unpaid rent. 

others were being forced out of their homes to do the alleged actions of others, including in one 

case, the actions of a complete stranger. For each client, I was tasked with gathering the facts, 

explaining the legal situation and options, and then working with my client's landlord to reach a 

mutually beneficial outcome. Two cases in particular stand out to me. 

 Client X (I won't use names for the sake of privacy) is an elderly man suffering from a 

debilitating disease. Consequently, he can only work part time. X was being charged $600 per 

month to stay in one room and to share a house with five other people. His landlord never made 

repairs, even when the pipes burst, but also demanded his rent payments. X was always timely 

with his rent until early this spring when his housing assistance was discontinued because his 

sponsoring organization became defunct. It did not matter to X's landlord that X was an excellent 

tenant, a vulnerable man, and temporarily without housing assistance; he wanted him out. So he 

served him a notice of eviction and took him to court. The amount of unpaid rent that the 

landlord demanded Mr. X pay was easily two to three times as high as the actual unpaid amount, 

which Mr. X had documentation to prove. I called the landlord to discuss the situation but he 

refused to answer my calls. With no other options, we went to court. I worked with my 

supervisor to draft opening and closing statements, direct and cross examination questions, and 

to create exhibits for the judge. We walked into the courtroom, ready to make our case before the 

judge, when my supervisor took one last crack at persuading Mr. X's landlord to do the right 

thing and dismiss the case. After a half hour of wrangling, she did it. The landlord admitted that 

he was not actually sure how much rent was owed and that he just wanted to evict Mr. X for 

personal reasons. He then dismissed the case and it was over. The appreciation and relief in Mr. 

X's eyes was completely gratifying. He was so grateful to have us in his corner and to see how 

the law can help not just hurt people in his situation. 

 Client Y was a mother with a cognitive disability who married a man who used her home, 

without her knowledge, to deal drugs. He betrayed her trust but she was the one who was 

punished with an eviction notice. Even worse, she was laid off during this time so she did not 

have any money to move-out. She was in a truly desperate situation. When I spoke to the police 

about the incident, the officers were distressed that she was being evicted for her husband's 

crimes. In their eyes, she was a victim of this man so why should she be victimized again? My 

supervisor and I agreed. We spent over 6 weeks negotiating with her landlord to dismiss the 

eviction and let her move out on her own. We helped her find friends to stay with and a long list 



of potential new apartments. At first, her landlord was angry at our suggestion. Drugs, she said, 

were inexcusable and our client should pay the price. I explained the situation to the landlord, 

over and over again, emphasizing that not even the police agreed with her. Dozens of emails and 

phone calls later and many stressful nights for our client, her landlord finally agreed to dismiss 

the eviction and to let our client move-out when she was able.  

 Without legal representation, neither Client X nor Client Y would be in their apartments, 

free from the legal issues with which they came to the Legal Aid Justice Center. Thank you for 

your funding, without which, I and many others like me would not have been able to do such 

work. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Daniel S. Cohen 

University of Virginia School of Law 

Class of 2017 

 






