Mr. Ruben:

| was able to help so many people thanks to my Equal Justice America Fellowship. Thank you so
much. The money allowed me to move to Atlanta and live quite comfortably. It also enabled me to
fulfill the mission of my sponsoring organization, Georgia Law Center for the Homeless, by doing things

like taking homeless people out to lunch.

Inside the Law Center, two particular clients stand out when thinking about my summer — Rickey
and Benjamin. The first gentleman comes to mind because of his physical appearance and brazen
attitude. See, Rickey rolled in on a wheelchair operated by a joystick because both of his legs had been
amputated. Quite understandably, Rickey was not always in the best of moods and would often call
myself and others “Fool,” as he zoomed in and around desks and chairs. As | got to know Rickey, he took
a liking to me and his attitude softened. We became friends and | went above and beyond to help him

gain entry to the homeless shelter where he wanted to go.

After numerous attempts to contact the shelter, they finally notified me that a bed was open,
via voicemail on a Friday afternoon while | was on lunch break. | called the shelter back as soon as |
heard the news around 3 o’clock. The shelter receptionist explained to me that their intake hours had
ended at 2 and that Rickey would have to wait until Monday. Through calculated legal advocacy, |
convinced the receptionist to move her deadline to 4:30, but when | called Rickey, | learned that his

wheelchair’s battery had just died. There was no way, with the battery’s charging time, that he would

be able to make it.

This time, the receptionist would not budge. Nothing | said was going to change her mind.

Rickey had to be there by 4:30, or sleep outside. | reluctantly delivered him the bad news.

I then called back to give it one final shot. | told the receptionist what | was forced to tell my
client — that because he could not roll over to their shelter quickly enough, he would have to sleep

outside the next three nights. | then faxed the shelter the requisite paperwork and left the office feeling
defeated.

That next Monday, Rickey wheeled into the office again (to the chagrin of some of my

colleagues) with a triumphant look on his face. He could not wait to tell me that he had been able to




stay in the shelter over the weekend. He was so happy that he gave me some of the incense he was

selling on the streets to supplement his income. He would not take no for an answer. So | politely

accepted and enjoyed our victory.

The second client’s story is short and sweet. Benjamin came into the office seeking a birth
certificate, but lacked the requisite voucher stating that a neighboring organization promised to pay for
it. Ordinarily, we were not supposed to open a file if the potential client was lacking this voucher, but |
decided to help him out anyway. | created an incomplete file and wrote a referral on official letterhead
explaining that all of his documents were stolen, but that absent a voucher, we would be unable to

complete his file to help him out.

The next day he came into my office in a great mood, waving his voucher left and right,
exclaiming that | was an angel. The letter helped him cut the line to receive his voucher, and gain entry

to a homeless shelter downtown. He insisted | give him a hug before exiting the office.

These experiences were only two of very many | could have written about. This summer
provided me with invaluable experience that | could not have received without the help of Equal Justice
America. While the above examples are more social work and less legal, | was also able to observe
client-attorney meetings, mediations, and trials. | networked with local judges, public defenders, and
private attorneys, wrote discovery requests and memos to prepare attorneys for client meetings and
trial. | even installed a new network so that everyone could print wirelessly in the office. | certainly

believe that | gained invaluable experience and provided quality work for the Georgia Law Center for the

Homeless. Thank you.

Sincerely,

.

Eric Sterling

University of Georgia School of Law

Class of 2017
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August 31, 2015

Mr. Dan Ruben
Equal Justice America
Via Email

Re: Eric Sterling Fellowship Evaluation
Dear Mr. Ruben:

This is letter is to confirm that Eric Sterling was a legal fellow with Georgia Law Center for
the Homeless for the summer of 2015.

The Georgia Law Center for the Homeless (GLCH) is a non-profit organization that
provides legal representation to individuals who are experiencing homelessness in civil
judicial and administrative proceedings. The GLCH staffs attorneys and social workers
in its efforts to provide a holistic approach of care to assist individuals in ending
homelessness. The GLCH also performs significant community outreach to make its
services available by visiting homeless shelters, tfransitional housing communities, and by
partnering with other agencies, including the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs to quickly address the legal needs of homeless individuals and assist them in
obtaining access to public benefits.

Specifically, The GLCH areas of practice include: eviction defense, including public
housing terminations, temporary protective orders in cases of domestic violence, child
support and custody cases, wage claims and social security disability claims. In
addition, GLCH provides assistance in ensuring that homeless youth are able to have
equal access to education and housing.

As legal fellow, Eric provided assistance day to day operations at the GLCH. To name a
few, Eric assisted with intake every week of his fellowship. This included interviewing
potential clients and spotting issues to develop a presentation of the potential client to
attorneys in order to determine in what capacity the GLCH would be able to assist the
potential client. Moreover, Eric participated in community outreach at homeless
shelters, where he met with individuals experiencing homelessness to reduce barriers to
our services to individuals who are disabled and lack transportation or financial means
to come to our office for intake.

In addition, Eric had the opportunity to be a part of the daily practice of law at the
GLCH. FEric assisted attorneys with case management. Under the supervision of
atftorneys, Eric corresponded with clients throughout his fellowship and assisted
attorneys in factual investigation. He also researched and drafted legal pleadings
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under aftorney supervision to be filed in furtherance of the client’s objectives. For
example, Eric assisted attorneys in preparing discovery and reviewing evidence in
preparation for trial. Moreover, Eric attended judicial proceedings with attorneys on a
weekly basis. In particular, Eric shadowed attorneys in trials related to evictions and
temporary protective orders. He also attended mediations on a weekly basis, and was
had the unique opportunity to network and meet other attorneys and judges in the
Meftro Atlanta area.

| welcome the opportunity to discuss additional perspective on Eric Sterling’s fellowship
with the GLCH. Should you wish to contact me, please do not hesitate to reach me at
(404) 681-0680 extension 214 or via email at jcorrea@galawcenter.org.

Sincer

Correaq, Esq.
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