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Update 1: In my past four weeks at the Community Health Law Project, I’ve had the pleasure of working on a 
multitude of interesting issues.  
 
I’ve had the opportunity to work on many different housing cases, most pertaining to eviction, where I’ve been 
able to have hands on experience interacting with low-income clients. Hearing their stories has been very 
moving, especially in the midst of the pandemic. The Community Health Law Project serves individuals with 
disabilities, so many of our clients are incredibly vulnerable during this time. This is seen with many of our 
homeless clients who are struggling to find housing. Some have caught COVID while living in homeless 
shelters. Many have been on housing waiting lists since before the pandemic, and the wait has been treacherous 
and dehumanizing. Being able to play a role in helping clients keep their housing, or find housing, has been very 
fulfilling work for me.  
 
Legal aid work is so important, especially during the pandemic when many individuals, especially those with 
disabilities, are being evicted from their homes, having their Section 8 vouchers terminated, or are on long 
waitlists to even view an apartment. Everyone deserves a place to live, and despite the strides we’ve made as a 
society, the homeless and disabled are still treated poorly. Clients with disabilities intersect with homelessness 
often. Unfortunately, many do not know their rights and are unable to advocate for themselves, which is why 
I’m so grateful to have the opportunity to be interning with the Community Health Law Project this summer. 

 
Update 2: These past two weeks at the Community Health Law Project have been a great learning experience 
for me.  
 
I had the opportunity to help a client with two very different, yet important matters. I received a crash course 
on how to obtain important documents from another country, which was a very challenging, and at times 
frustrating, experience. Though I was eventually able to figure out how to do so, as I was in the thick of it, I 



 

couldn’t help but think of how difficult this must be for the average person to obtain. After two years of law 
school the process was still very vague, so I cannot imagine how defeated a layperson would feel trying to gather 
this information. This is not even considering other factors like language barriers or the lack of access to 
documents due to international conflicts like the war in Ukraine! It was an eye-opening experience, and I am 
grateful for everything I learned in the process. We often take the ease in which we can obtain these important 
documents for granted.  
 
The pandemic has also led to several illegal rent increases. Sometimes these increases are up to 7- 8%! We have 
multiple clients contacting us out of desperation due to no longer being able to afford their rent. These past six 
weeks I’ve gotten a lot of hands-on experience drafting complaints and contacting local rent leveling boards to 
advocate for our clients. This process has been rewarding, but also saddening. While filing these complaints I 
can’t help but think of those who don’t know their rights and are either 1) paying more than they should or 2) 
are being pushed out of their homes. This is why legal aid work and legal education are so important. 

 
Update 3: These past few weeks at the Community Health Law Project have been a learning experience. I have 
been assigned cases involving social security which has been quite a confusing topic, I hadn’t realized there were 
so many different types. It’s been a learning experience researching the expansive world of social security. Like 
with many of my other updates, while doing this research I often think of individuals trying to complete this 
research on their own. It’s incredibly complicated, so having the opportunity to aid clients in this work has been 
very rewarding. Calculating overpayments and underpayments has been quite the task! I can’t imagine someone 
trying to calculate this on their own to dispute an over or underpayment. I’ve also had the opportunity to work 
on medical debt cases where I’ve helped clients find ways to pay off their medical debt. With the way our health 
care system is today many can’t afford to have chronic conditions. It’s been a learning experience trying to find 
ways to help clients who are fearful of their debt going to collections. It’s such a tough place to be in, especially 
since oftentimes there’s not much we can do in those circumstances. It’s a systemic issue when it comes to 
healthcare, and we can only do so much. It’s disheartening. 

 
Update 4: During the last few weeks at my placement, I conducted a lot of research on COVID related matters 
for individuals with disabilities. It is important to remember that mask wearing protects individuals with 
disabilities who are immunocompromised, but there are also individuals with disabilities who cannot wear 
masks due to their disabilities. How are private businesses who require masks supposed to handle those cases? 
Since COVID is a relatively new phenomena I was tasked with doing research on that. The answer was not clear 
cut. Much of the research I found was surrounding constitutional challenges to mask mandates, but what about 
those disabled people who cannot wear masks due to their disabilities? What sort of protocol should be in place? 
What privacy concerns are there when it comes to requiring individuals to self-report to receive a reasonable 
accommodation? It was difficult finding these answers for settings such as grocery stores, so I can only imagine 
how difficult it would be for a layperson. Many individuals with disabilities are on limited incomes and cannot 
afford to pay for a grocery delivery service or don’t have family or friends who can shop for them. What are they 



 

supposed to do in these sorts of situations? This research really opened my eyes to what individuals with 
disabilities impacted by mask wearing are having to go through during the pandemic. We always tend to think 
about how wearing a mask can protect individuals with disabilities, but never really about those who can’t wear 
one due to their disability. Hopefully as things progress there will be more readily available information for 
those with disabilities allowing them to navigate the world more safely. 

 
Update 5: My experience interning at the Community Health Law Project (CHLP) was a life-changing one. I 
learned a lot about the inner workings of many areas of the law: landlord-tenant, immigration, trusts and 
estates, and much more. I was given the opportunity to draft documents and request records, a large part of the 
lawyering experience. I learned a lot about timing and the difficulties lawyers face when requesting older records 
or records from out of the country. Even though we are still finding ways to navigate public interest work 
during the pandemic, I had the opportunity to meet and work with clients in person, which was an absolute joy. 
The firsthand stories I heard from my clients about the struggles they’ve faced before landing at our agency was 
gut-wrenching, but also inspiring. Having a background in serving low-income populations, my placement at 
the Community Health Law Project helped me to continue advocating for those who often cannot advocate for 
themselves.  
 
The legacy of the Community Health Law Project is wide reaching, with many of my clients telling me about 
the amazing work CHLP has done for them. They were constantly thanking me, and as soon as I told them I 
was an intern, they’d rave about my placement and go into detailed stories about the help they received. As a 
future attorney, I can only hope that one day I will have such a long-standing impact on my clients in the same 
way. That is what I will be taking with me. It’s so easy to get hyper focused on the day-to-day tasks that we 
forget that at the end of the day we do this work to help people. We are here to ensure clients are seen and heard. 
We are here to amplify their voices, not speak over them. My time at The Community Health Law Project 
showed me how to make a lasting impact, and I will cherish that. 
 


