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Update 1:

Working with the Center for Immigration Law and Policy (CILP) has been deeply rewarding
because it has allowed me to make a tangible difference in the lives of immigrants seeking
safety and opportunity. The chance to advocate for their rights, provide essential legal guidance,
and support their journey towards a better future has been incredibly fulfilling. Each success
story, from securing legal status to overcoming systemic barriers, reaffirms my commitment to
this vital work and highlights the profound impact that dedicated support and advocacy can
have on individuals and communities.

Update 2:

Working with the Center for Immigration Law and Policy has been one of the best professional
experiences | have ever had. Being able to get involved with litigation in matters that can impact
thousands has been rewarding and humbling. This sort of work is personal. | carry this level of
work on my sleeve, a reality that guides me and inspires me to become a better advocate,
fellow, and supporter.

Update 3:

Working for the Center for Immigration Law and Policy has shown me the impact and power the
community has when we work with one another, and the power we will continue to have no
matter what. | love having the opportunity to get into the weeds on certain legal questions,
especially knowing the work | am helping in can benefit thousands. This summer reminded me
why | chose to become a lawyer and become a better advocate for communities.

Update 4:

This summer with CILP has been profoundly rewarding because it directly contributes to
advancing justice and equity for marginalized communities via the avenue of legal research and
writing. By meticulously analyzing and interpreting complex immigration laws and policies, my
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research assignments have played a crucial role in identifying gaps, advocating for reform, and
crafting strategies that ensure fair treatment and protection for immigrants.

Update 5:

Working at the Center for Immigration Law and Policy — which focuses on uplifting immigrants'
rights and supporting legal pathway programs — has been an eye-opening and profoundly
impactful experience. My role involved directly engaging with legal research on various issues
affecting the immigrant community — including federal prosecutions in reliance on state law and
research regarding lawful pathway parole programs. This hands-on experience illuminated the
numerous challenges faced by immigrants, including legal hurdles, cultural adjustments, and the
quest for stability in a new country.

Throughout this journey, | learned the critical importance of empathy and clear communication
in addressing the needs of individuals navigating the immigration system. Each immigrant's
story is unique, often marked by personal sacrifices and resilience. Understanding their diverse
backgrounds and specific needs was crucial in offering tailored support and advocating
effectively on their behalf. This experience underscored the necessity of remaining patient and
attentive, as well as the value of a thorough and compassionate approach to legal assistance.

| also gained a deeper appreciation for the complexities of immigration law and the intricacies
involved in securing legal pathways. Navigating these complexities requires not only a strong
grasp of legal knowledge but also the ability to stay informed about evolving policies and
regulations. The experience taught me the importance of continuous learning and adaptability
in a field where rules and practices can shift frequently.

Moving forward, | will carry with me the lessons learned in empathy, patience, and proactive
advocacy. The ability to connect with individuals but also work to uplift folks in a detached
manner (i.e., legal research) taught me the importance of collective activism and the importance
of coalition work. In all, this experience has reinforced my dedication to supporting immigrants
and advocating for their rights, and | am eager to apply these insights in future roles to continue
making a positive impact in the lives of those navigating the immigration system.



