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Final Reflection:

This summer, supported by Equal Justice America, my fellowship at the Second Look Project has
been a profoundly impactful and formative experience. It has solidified my passion for post-
conviction advocacy and provided me with a comprehensive, hands-on understanding of what
this vital work entails.

My primary focus has been on direct legal work, including drafting and researching motions
under the Incarceration Reduction Amendment Act (IRAA), preparing probation termination
arguments, and composing persuasive legal narratives. A significant part of this involved
investigating the collateral consequences of probation and parole, which revealed the systemic
barriers to successful reentry. This technical legal work was consistently grounded in its human
impact, which was the most rewarding aspect of the summer.

Connecting with clients and their families provided the essential context for my legal
assignments. Hearing their stories firsthand, maintaining communication, and working to
amplify their voices in court deepened my understanding of the criminal justice system's flaws
and the profound importance of Second Look's mission. Witnessing the resilience of individuals
who have spent decades incarcerated has been both humbling and a powerful source of
motivation.

| was fortunate to receive incredible mentorship from the dedicated and passionate attorneys at
SLP. Their guidance on complex legal strategy, client communication, and persuasive writing has
been invaluable to my growth as an advocate. Furthermore, | had the unique opportunity to pay
this mentorship forward by working with high school students in the Leadership Initiatives
program. Coaching them on real cases and witnessing their passion and insightful analysis was
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inspiring and reaffirmed my belief in the importance of educating the next generation of

advocates.

In conclusion, this fellowship has been a perfect synthesis of rigorous legal practice, profound
human connection, and collaborative education. It has confirmed my commitment to a career in
justice reform and equipped me with the practical skills and deepened empathy necessary to
pursue it effectively. | am grateful for the opportunity to have contributed to such meaningful
work and to have learned from such a talented and dedicated community.



