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Final Reflection:

This summer, as an Equal Justice America Fellow with the Domestic Violence Legal
Empowerment and Appeals Project (DV LEAP) at Volare, | was able to devote my full attention to
advancing justice for survivors of domestic violence through appellate advocacy. EJA’s support
made it possible for me to contribute meaningfully to work that directly strengthens legal
protections for some of the most vulnerable members of our community.

The bulk of my fellowship was spent reviewing trial court records, conducting legal research, and
drafting memoranda that informed DV LEAP’s appellate strategies. One major project involved
analyzing how the Intrafamily Offenses Act defines “family.” In many communities—especially
communities of color and immigrant families—care networks often include grandparents, aunts,
uncles, or other caregivers who may not fit into narrow statutory definitions. As a result,
survivors in these family structures can be excluded from critical protections. My research and
recommendations helped identify specific legal gaps and supported arguments for a broader,
more inclusive definition that better reflects the lived realities of survivors. Knowing that this
work could influence future appellate decisions and expand protections for countless families
was deeply motivating.

Another defining moment of my fellowship was assisting with an emergency appellate filing for
a survivor facing a complex agency matter without legal representation. The timeline was tight,
and the stakes were high. Working closely with my supervisors and co-intern, | helped prepare

filings that ultimately secured relief for the survivor. This experience was a powerful reminder
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that appellate advocacy is not only about shaping precedent but also about providing life-
changing support to individuals in crisis.

In addition to these projects, | collaborated with pro bono attorneys and community partners to
ensure our strategies were trauma-informed and responsive to the realities of abuse. These
conversations underscored the importance of bridging the gap between legal processes and the
communities they are meant to serve. They also reminded me that effective advocacy requires
both strong legal reasoning and deep empathy.

EJA's support meant | could focus entirely on this critical work without financial strain.
Professionally, the fellowship sharpened my legal research and writing skills, exposed me to the
intricacies of appellate strategy, and confirmed my commitment to a career in public interest
law. Personally, seeing the tangible impact of our efforts on survivors’ safety and dignity
reaffirmed why | chose this path in the first place.

This fellowship demonstrated the power of legal advocacy to address systemic inequities while
offering immediate, meaningful support to individuals. | am deeply grateful to Equal Justice
America for investing in my development and for championing access to justice for those who
too often face legal barriers alone.



