
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reflection:  

My summer at the Public Defender Service (PDS) was transformative in both my professional 

development and my understanding of public interest law. As a first-generation law student, I 

had limited exposure to appellate practice, and this experience allowed me to see firsthand what 

a career as an appellate attorney entails. I was entrusted with substantive assignments that 

challenged me to think critically and independently. For example, I drafted a brief in a case 

where an individual’s assault and threats-to-bodily-harm charges had been wrongfully joined, as 

they arose from two separate, unrelated incidents. This improper joinder prejudiced the client 

during trial and sentencing, and his counsel had failed to raise a self-defense argument, which 

we addressed for the first time on appeal. This work allowed me to see how meticulous legal 

research and persuasive writing can directly impact a client’s outcome and reinforced my desire 

to pursue appellate work.  

 

I also had the opportunity to contribute to research on constitutional issues, such as challenges 

to DC’s law allowing minors to be charged as adults. My supervisor was devising arguments that 

the law was unconstitutional because the original purpose for enacting it no longer existed, and 

I was able to conduct research to find supporting case law for those arguments. This experience 

was particularly meaningful because it connected legal theory to real-world impacts on 

vulnerable populations, showing me the tangible ways appellate advocacy can advance justice.  

 

In addition to research and writing, I observed oral arguments in the DC Court of Appeals and 

regularly attended court hearings, which gave me practical insight into courtroom dynamics and 

appellate advocacy strategies. These experiences helped me understand how appellate 
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attorneys not only craft persuasive written arguments but also effectively present them in oral 

proceedings.  

 

The EJA Fellowship was essential in making this summer possible. Beyond financial support, it 

allowed me to fully immerse myself in meaningful public interest work and to gain hands-on 

experience in a professional legal environment. This fellowship strengthened my confidence, as 

my supervisors trusted me with substantive work that directly contributed to the defense of 

clients, and it deepened my commitment to using the law as a tool to serve marginalized 

communities. My experience at PDS has solidified my aspiration to become an appellate 

attorney and has given me a clearer sense of the type of advocacy I hope to pursue throughout 

my career. 

 

 

 


