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Final Reflection:

This past summer reaffirmed my decision to return to school to study the law. As a non-
traditional student who has worked in non-profit spaces and with low-income clients for many
years, one of the hardest things is to witness someone struggling through a system that is
impersonal and imposing and not knowing how you can help them. Working at Oasis Legal
Services and with LGBTQ+ immigrants through immigration relief, such as asylum and special
immigrant juvenile status, helped me feel like | could make a difference at a time when the
immigration system is more daunting than ever.

The work | did with Oasis this summer reminded of two things: first, all the lessons we
learn in the pages of a book comes from the struggles of real people; and second, the systems
that people face are highly intricate. First, what | learned from working directly with clients was
that | was learning more than just immigration law and the elements of an asylum claim, | was
learning about the journeys of people who push forward through the most difficult and
traumatic of experiences in their effort to live freely as queer and trans people. Having someone
sit at the other side of the table from me and opening up about their pain reminded me of the
great responsibility we will have as future lawyers to do our best to tell our clients’ stories as
bravely as they have in trusting us with them. | was never more proud than when one of my
clients said to me as we filed their asylum application that they have never opened up about
what happened to them before, and that my willingness to listen made what was a really scary
process less so for them.

Second, | learned how intricate the various systems people encounter are by observing
proceedings at the asylum office and immigration courts and doing legal research. When clients
are apply for asylum affirmatively, their first encounter through the process will be through the



@ EQUAL JUSTICE AMERICA

asylum office and USCIS. For clients who file defensively because of removal orders, their first
encounter will be in the immigration courts through an adversarial process. Preparing clients’
expectations for the different tenors of these two settings also requires understanding the
different avenues legal relief can be sought. Furthermore, | went in this summer under the
impression that immigration law was highly uniform because it is federal. However, through the
opportunity to do legal research, | realized how important circuit precedents are in crafting legal
arguments for immigration relief. Keeping in mind that low-income, undocumented people are
often at the whims of economic uncertainty, anticipating that they may move from one circuit to
another should shape how we as advocates craft our arguments and preserve our clients’ claims.

Finally, | would never had the opportunity to do this work without the support of EJA. As
a first generation American and college student from a working class background, like my
clients, my life has been colored by economic uncertainty. The financial support of EJA allowed
me to focus my efforts on helping people and communities who otherwise would not have the
resources for quality legal representation. | am happy to say that although my summer has
come to a close, | am continuing to volunteer with Oasis Legal Services throughout the school
year to help even more clients with their asylum applications.



