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Final Reflection:

It's hard to believe my summer internship with Equip for Equality has finally concluded. For the
last several months, | served as an intern on the Civil Rights Team, focusing on cases that promote
the community integration and self-determination of people with disabilities, protect the civil
rights of people with disabilities in the criminal justice system, and cases that prevent
discrimination. | made it a point to learn how to work with clients who have different types of
physical and cognitive disabilities because | want to be prepared to competently represent clients
in all situations, no matter what their needs are. This summer, | also reviewed thousands of pages
of documents for various civil rights cases. | became heavily involved in the discovery process for
a particular case, and | even got to outline depositions and draft a request for admission. |
observed several hours of depositions, which was a great opportunity to learn how to best
question witnesses, and several questions that | drafted before the deposition made it into the
record.

This summer was the perfect blend of learning lawyering and advocacy skills, while also
strengthening my abilities in legal research and writing. For some cases, | dealt with complex
jurisdictional issues when it came to guardianship laws, while other cases required me to delve
into social science research that shows people with disabilities who have high support needs
benefit the most from community integration. | enjoyed getting to combine legal research with
traditional social science research and seeing how each form complemented the other and
completed our case.

| also got to be creative and wrote a fact sheet to help guide parents of people with disabilities
toward appropriate advocacy that maximizes the independence of their loved one. As the sibling
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of a person with a disability, | used my lived experience to appeal to their sense of love and
obligation, and to remind readers that everyone, regardless of disability, deserves to make their
own choices, challenge themselves, and learn from mistakes. The dignity of risk is so important
for people with disabilities, and good advocacy should maximize their independence while still
meeting their needs for support.

| am so grateful for these last few months at Equip for Equality, and | am excited to return for the
fall semester.



