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Final Reflection:

This summer | had the opportunity to work with the National Immigrant Justice Center in
Chicago, lllinois as a litigation and policy intern. The National Immigrant Justice Center serves
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers across the United States and has developed their
practice serving communities in the Midwest. NIJC's strategic model works across direct legal
services, impact litigation, and policy. NIJC has worked with clients across their legal issues,
supporting them in their individual hearings and working with them to bring forth challenges to
local and national policies and practices. As | seek to become an immigrants’ rights impact
litigator in my career, | felt so grateful to have the opportunity to work with people who ground
their work in the communities that they serve and center holistic care alongside impact
litigation.

| was able to start substantively right away. In the face of a deluge of new immigration policies, |
tracked incoming Board of Immigration Appeals decisions throughout the summer and
developed a new understanding of the relationship between administrative and immigration
law. Further, even when | was not assigned to a case, | listened to litigation strategy meetings
and was able to jump into research questions on an ad hoc basis throughout the internship.
Even when addressing these smaller substantive issues, | gained a much deeper understanding
of the legal landscape. On the policy side, | learned about how to push Chicago aldermen to
support our clients, immigration issues, and protect Chicago's status as a sanctuary city even as
ICE invades public spaces. Throughout the internship | was able to learn from legal experts
across each of their teams during brown bag lunches. These lunches informed my
understanding of how immigrants’ rights advocates strategize in the face of winnowing legal
avenues and greater harms to immigrant communities.
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| was especially grateful to work on NIJC's case challenging ICE arrests at immigration
courthouses. | was able to turn to my previous experience in the immigrants’ rights clinic to
work with clients on affidavits about their arrests by ICE in courthouses. Their stories were
harrowing and are some of the most significant evidence we put forth about the impact of these
arrests. From this case, | also worked with my supervisor on related issues to deportation to third
country orders and how this impacted immigration detention particularly in the 7th and 8th
circuits. While | was conducting research on litigation avenues via habeas corpus or the
administrative procedure act, | was surprised and excited to realize that | was treated as a
thought partner. This built my confidence that my research was thorough and pushed me to dig
deep into the cases. In conducting research and writing a memo, | was developing my legal
writing skills and because the NIJC team included me in strategic conversations, | also
developed my oral advocacy skills.

Throughout the internship, | gained substantive knowledge about a range of immigrants’ rights
issues and often worked on procedural questions that are relevant across the civil rights issues |
currently am working on. Near the end of my internship | also had the opportunity to work on a
research memo addressing the All Writs Act in context of the Alien Enemies Act. My experience
interning with NIJC this past summer has enabled me to extern at the ACLU Immigrants’ Rights
Project this Fall to continue working on so many of the cases and questions | had the
opportunity to address all summer. | am so grateful for all the people | worked alongside this
summer who developed my legal advocacy skills and my immigrants’ rights knowledge. Their
efforts, support, and relentless advocacy in the face of challenges to democracy and
disillusionment that the law is the path forward motivate me to continue my goals as an
immigrants’ rights advocate.



