
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reflection:  

This summer I interned at CARECEN NY- Central American Refugee Center. I entered thinking I 

was going to be doing busy work - maybe helping file documents or doing some legal research, 

interviewing clients if I was lucky. The reality was completely different. The internship began with 

training on asylum law, how to work with interpreters, composing the theories of a case, the 

process for special immigrant juvenile visa, and on trauma informed lawyering. I was placed on 

the Special Projects team where my supervisor immediately entrusted me with conducting legal 

research on a motion to oppose re-calendaring, since CARECEN had never submitted this type 

of motion before.  

 

My first week consisted of so much legal research, medical research, and client interviewing to 

create the strongest motion I could for our client, who is seeking asylum but had her case 

administratively closed so she could focus on her immediate medical needs. My final motion 

was a 78-page A-N exhibit where I felt like I threw all my arguments at the wall to see what 

stuck. When I went to file that motion in immigration court, I witnessed someone detained and 

arrested by ICE inside the courthouse - the first, but not the last time I would witness these 

arrests.  

 

It was a summer of high highs and low lows. Throughout the summer I would observe hearings 

and witnessed a client asylum grant. I also worked on a case where a client was detained and 

had to scramble to write an advocacy letter to ICE, who did not care about due process or the 

fact that our client was arrested and detained based on outdated information. I conducted so 

many client meetings, wrote affidavits, and prepared clients for direct testimony. I also had to 

bear witness to so many people who showed up for court, who believed in the legal system and 

were trying to do things the “right” way and were then detained by ICE agents as soon as their 
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hearings ended. It was a trying summer, and it felt like whiplash but remembering those highs 

and what was possible for the people I was serving was what kept me motivated.  

 

My last week of my internship concluded with our client’s M-A-M and individual hearing, where 

the M-A-M hearing was completed and some safeguards, but not all, were granted. The 

individual hearing was continued, and I hope to rejoin the CARECEN team in December to 

complete the direct testimony of the witness I spent the summer prepping. That same day, I 

finally received the order of the immigration judge on the motion to oppose re-calendaring I 

submitted during my first week of the internship. The judge granted my motion and cited my 

legal argument in his decision to grant. I’ve attached a photo of that order, as it currently hangs 

in my bedroom as a reminder that during a time of some of the lowest of lows for the 

immigration law profession, there are still small victories.  

 

Thank you to Julia M. Miller, Esq. and CARECEN for the opportunity to learn and grow so much! 
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