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Final Reflection:
What a summer! This is my last EJA Fellow Update, having wrapped up my internship with the
Community Legal Services Housing Unit.

| learned so much. Working under supervising attorney Elaina Hilliard, who brought me along
from day one, encouraged questions, offered feedback, and engaged my curiosity at every turn
was incredible. Performing direct legal services for clients, as we helped keep them housed and
de-escalated conflicts with their landlords was almost indescribably fulfilling. Getting to know
my fellow interns, all equally dedicated to serving our community and the public interest was
both grounding and fun. And working with the committed judges and court staff who daily
navigate the intersection of Philadelphians and the law was invaluable.

| want to express my gratitude to the Housing Unit and the team at 1424 Chestnut Street. The
paralegals, attorneys, supervisors, social workers, and the entire support staff embraced my
fellow intern Kerry Robinson and me from the very outset of this internship. Such a strong,
positive and supportive workplace culture is rare, and it’s critical to supporting legal
professionals as we support the community.

| still have many questions about where our legal system and our community intersect.
Questions about how we can continue to humanize our system, and about how lawyers can
further support Philadelphians under the current legal structure while also instigating positive
change. And, of course, questions about what my role will be within this system. But | also have
one big answer. | know that the services CLS provides to the community is invaluable. The team
at CLS listens carefully to our community members, then amplifies their voices both in and out
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of court, while also sharing legal knowledge and an understanding of how the system really
works. This is critical to everybody rising together. A community that knows it has a true
advocate is safer, stronger, and more powerful. This is part of how Philadelphia continues to rise,
to shine, to show the world how strong we are together.

| am deeply thankful that Equal Justice America provided funding for that helped to support my
2L summer internship, and to all of the people at CLS for welcoming me onto their team.
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