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Final Reflection:

Thanks to Equal Justice America’s support, | was able to spend my summer fully immersed in
public interest work without worrying about how to make ends meet. Your generosity gave me
the freedom to focus completely on serving clients and learning from every moment, and | will
always be grateful for that.

This summer was filled with meaningful experiences, but one that has stayed with me was a
home visit to a client living with ALS. He urgently needed a Power of Attorney and a Living Will,
and | was able to witness the entire process from start to finish. As we reviewed his documents,
he requested changes on the spot, and we made handwritten edits together at his direction. It
was a powerful reminder that the law is not abstract. It is deeply personal, and sometimes it
means sitting at someone’s kitchen table, pen in hand, making sure their voice is honored in real
time.

| was fortunate to be supervised by a Fordham Law alumna who provided incredible mentorship.
She taught me how to communicate with clients with clarity and compassion and encouraged
me to think critically about the strategy behind each drafting choice. Her guidance and the trust
she placed in me made me a better advocate.

Beyond direct client representation, | was able to help plan and prepare for two major clinics.
The first was an Advance Planning clinic where NYLAG partnered with a large law firm to provide
free life-planning documents to multiple clients in a single day. The second focused on Standby
Guardianship, a vital service for clients who may face deportation or other threats that could
suddenly separate them from their children. Being involved in the behind-the-scenes logistics
for these events gave me a new appreciation for how much coordination and preparation it
takes to reach many clients efficiently, while still providing them with the individualized
attention they deserve.
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Throughout the summer, | grew more confident in my ability to connect with clients, navigate
sensitive conversations, and adapt when circumstances changed. | learned that being a good
advocate is not only about knowing the law, but also about showing up with patience, flexibility,
and empathy.

Because of EJA, | was able to give my whole heart to this work. This experience reaffirmed my
commitment to pursuing a career where | can serve people directly, and it left me more inspired
than ever to keep fighting for access to justice. Thank you for making that possible.



