
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reflection:  

It’s been an incredible experience to spend my 1L summer as Law Clerk at First Shift 

Justice Project, where I’ve gotten to immerse myself in the field of employment discrimination 

law and get first-hand experience with the types of legal claims and clients I hope to continue to 

serve in my legal career. As a firm believer in the “second shift,” I have learned so much about 

the difficulties low-income parents and caregivers face in combatting injustice in the workplace 

and securing necessary job-protected leave and paid time off (which I learned are confusingly 

disconnected in the public benefits system and often difficult to coordinate).  

Much of my work involved assisting the attorneys with litigation-related tasks, from 

drafting complaints and demand letters for our clients with pregnancy discrimination claims, to 

assisting in ongoing discovery and preparing evidence exhibits for an upcoming administrative 

hearing. I would also assist in performing legal research related to ongoing matters, giving me a 

wide breadth of knowledge about calculating attorney’s fees and individual liability under state 

and local anti-discrimination statutes. I was also able to perform long-term research projects on 

domestic worker protective statutes across the US, reasonable pregnancy accommodations for 

contracted security guard workers, and the DC budget in relation to universal paid leave. Finally, 

I was lucky enough to get some experience communicating with clients directly, through phone 

calls, email exchanges (in English and Spanish), and even by conducting an intake interview 

myself.  

I have learned so much from the legal and outreach staff at FSJP, and I was constantly 

amazed by their brilliance and devotion to public interest. I was particularly lucky to observe our 

attorneys communicating with opposing counsel and negotiating settlement agreements to 

zealously advocate for their clients. All in all, I am so grateful for the invaluable mentorship and 

knowledge I gained from my experience this summer.  
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