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Final Reflection:

I'm writing to share an overview of my work with The Safe Sisters Circle during my internship.
This summer | gained invaluable experience supporting low-income Black survivors of intimate
partner violence in Washington, D.C. During my internship, | learned a great deal about how
courts engage with victims, what laws are available for addressing the legal issues survivors face,
and the role of attorneys in securing justice. This work truly inspired my desire to continue
public interest litigation in the future.

My work included:

e Preparing factual chronologies to support civil protection order (CPO) petitions and
related motions.

o Drafting research memoranda on issues such as CPO standards, service and jurisdiction,
evidentiary rules for social media and text messages, and enforcement of stay-away
provisions.

e Assisting with filings—drafting declarations, proposed orders, and exhibits—and
organizing case files to meet court deadlines.

e Participating in trials and shadowing judges in the Domestic Relations Branch.

In addition to my casework, | regularly observed proceedings at the Domestic Relations Branch. |
shadowed two judges handling domestic violence calendars and observed a range of matters,
including requests for temporary protective orders, CPO hearings, continuances, and compliance
reviews. During these observations, | witnessed women across all races and class who were
being stalked, experiencing domestic violence, or being chronically harassed. These observations
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strengthened my understanding of courtroom practice, judicial expectations, and the practical
application of local rules in protective-order proceedings.

Two specific cases stood out to me during my internship. In the first case, | helped build a
harassment claim by reviewing TikTok videos that contained threatening and intimidating
content directed at our client. Our client was a young Black woman who had found herself as
the target of a series of videos posted by her ex-partner. In these videos her ex-partner was
demeaning, posted photos of her and their shared child, and attempted to garner public
support from others for the purpose of intimidation. Some of the comments included what
could be considered serious threats. | prepared detailed summaries of the videos, researched
the admissibility of social media evidence, and assisted in shaping arguments for why the videos
demonstrated a credible threat. This work directly supported the supervising attorney in
securing a temporary protective order.

In another case, | supported our client’s effort to modify an existing custody order in light of
documented domestic violence. In this case, our client, a Black woman, had experienced serious
violence from the hands of her ex-partner. Given that they shared a child, it was imperative for
the organization to protect our client by convincing a court to alter the existing custody
agreement. My first step was to research and identify the elements courts in D.C. consider when
deciding whether to alter custody arrangements. | then analyzed the facts of our client’s case
against those elements, outlining how the circumstances met the legal requirements. This
analysis informed the attorney’s argument in court, helping to frame a persuasive case for
altering the custody order to ensure the safety and well-being of the child.

This internship gave me meaningful, hands-on exposure to client advocacy and motion practice,
and it deepened my commitment to serving survivors through careful preparation, clear writing,
and effective collaboration with supervising counsel.

Thank you for supporting opportunities like this. I'm grateful for Equal Justice America’s
commitment to making this work possible.



