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Final Reflection:

My time at Legal Aid Justice Center was exactly what | hoped for. | got to work on several
different client matters while also working on impact litigation cases and some policy work. |
spent a lot of time on VA FOIAs, and it was interesting to see the difference between those and
federal FOIAs. | also helped draft our complaint, though | was not able to see it finished. It was
fascinating to see how the classes | had chosen to take made me a better lawyer — | caught an
issue my team was not aware of because we had covered something similar in class just that
semester! | also very much enjoyed working on a brief appealing an administrative decision to
the fourth circuit. | was able to draft the bulk of the brief by myself, which | appreciated because
it showed my supervisor's trust in me while also giving me the opportunity to learn a lot about
brief writing. The revision process was of course extensive but also very helpful. That was one of
those moments when | felt like a real lawyer. However, what sticks with me the most is the time |
spent with one client in particular. | actually did fairly little substantive work on his brief, mostly
focusing on cite checks and compiling the exhibits. After the brief was filed, | helped my
supervisor prepare the client for court. Our client was detained, and we went to see him in
person. It was my first time in a detention center, and it just emphasized how punitive and
carceral our immigration system has begun. This man had followed all of the rules and because
of that was ineligible for bail. However, he was still so kind and so engaged in his case. It was
really a joy working with him. Unfortunately, he lost his case. That week we also had some other
big setbacks in some different cases, so this hit the team especially hard. | still think about him
and his family and hope he is doing alright. All of these experiences reminded me why | was
drawn to this work, and | felt it was a summer very well spent.



