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Final Reflection:

| want to begin by sincerely thanking you and Equal Justice America for granting me this
fellowship and for your flexibility throughout this process. | apologize for not submitting my
summer updates or attending the reception. | faced personal challenges this summer,
compounded by the fact that my fellowship funds were not disbursed until late August. Despite
these difficulties, | am deeply grateful for the opportunity your support afforded me.

This summer, | had the privilege of serving as a legal intern with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund
in Washington, D.C.—an organization that has inspired me since high school, when | was a
student intervenor involved in an education equity lawsuit in which LDF was part of the coalition.
To move from being a client to interning for LDF was both humbling and affirming of my path
to becoming a civil rights lawyer.

Over the course of my fellowship, | worked on three major projects:

e Grant Termination Case (Pre-litigation Research): | conducted in-depth research into
constitutional, jurisdictional, and procedural issues to support potential litigation
challenging the administration’s termination of federal grant programs that specifically
supported African American museums. This was my primary assignment and required
tracking developing case law, and synthesizing complex areas of law to help identify
potential plaintiffs and shape litigation strategy.

¢ Henderson v. Vision Property Management (Housing Discrimination Settlement): |
assisted with plaintiff settlement outreach in a housing discrimination case involving the
sale of uninhabitable homes to low-income Black and Brown families in Michigan under
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predatory “rent-to-own” schemes. This experience highlighted the challenges of impact
litigation—particularly the delayed relief that meant some clients could not fully benefit
from the settlement because of life circumstances like death and divorce. It was sobering
but also motivating to see firsthand the importance of timely advocacy.

e NAACP v. Weaver (Educational Equity Case in South Carolina): | supported litigation
challenging South Carolina’s removal of AP African American Studies and restrictions on
books. | worked closely with an LDF attorney who is also a Howard Law alum and was
honored to travel with the team to the preliminary injunction hearing. Seeing my
research and writing incorporated into oral arguments was deeply rewarding, but the
most meaningful moment was meeting one of our clients and hearing how the opposing
side had misrepresented her story in court. Being able to listen, validate her experience,
and see her courage reminded me why this work matters.

This fellowship was truly transformative. It revealed the immense effort that goes into impact
litigation and gave me invaluable legal experience, along with the chance to connect with clients
whose resilience strengthens my commitment to civil rights law. | gained firsthand insight into
what it takes to bring a case—from identifying plaintiffs and adapting claims to evolving legal
standards, to navigating the complexities of settlement and understanding the significant time,
resources, and dedication required to litigate civil rights cases. None of this would have been
possible without Equal Justice America’s support.

Thank you again for investing in my development and in the future of public interest lawyers.



