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Final Reflection:

This summer, | had the incredible opportunity to return to Cabrini Green Legal Aid (CGLA) as a
law student intern, where | deepened my commitment to criminal records relief and holistic
advocacy for people impacted by the criminal legal system. Using my 7-11 law license, | was
able to represent clients in court under the supervision of two CGLA attorneys, Steven Fus and
Cynthia Cornelius, who were fantastic mentors and supports throughout my internship. At
expungement live call hearings, | argued for the expungement and sealing of pro se petitioners’
criminal records. These cases were often contested by the State’s Attorney’s Office, requiring me
to gather mitigation materials and craft persuasive arguments that centered the dignity and
humanity of our clients.

One of the most rewarding aspects of my internship was preparing for and delivering oral
arguments in court. | worked closely with clients to understand their goals and personal
histories, compiled mitigation packets consisting of letters of support and personal statements,
and advocated for their right to move forward in their lives without the burden of a criminal
record. In my last case of the internship, | traveled to the criminal courthouse to argue in-person
for my client. It was a particularly challenging case where the client had an extensive and recent
criminal history. But | worked with the client for the two weeks leading up to the hearing to learn
more about his upbringing and his journey toward sobriety. The judge granted his petition for
relief, finding that his interest in moving forward with his life outweighed the public’s interest in
accessing his record. Celebrating outside the courtroom together was the highlight of my legal
education so far. It was an honor to be a part of just one of the hundreds of cases that CGLA
takes a year to help people access housing, employment, education, and professional
opportunities without the barrier of a criminal record.
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Beyond the courtroom, | staffed CGLA's Expungement Help Desk at the Daley Center, where |
assisted pro se petitioners in navigating the expungement process. Drawing on my prior
experience as a paralegal at CGLA, | was able to quickly research criminal records, prepare
petitions, and explain the filing process in a clear and compassionate way. This was one of my
favorite activities that CGLA interns could participate in because | love the fast-pace of the help
desk and the opportunity to interact with clients in person. | am excited to be continuing as a
Help Desk volunteer in the upcoming fall semester. | also took on a special project to create a
judicial guide for our team by researching the backgrounds of judges on the expungement
court call to help our clients better understand the legal landscape they were entering.

Being at CGLA this summer was a continuation of the work that first made me want to go to law
school. My relationship with CGLA began in 2020 as a policy fellow, where | assisted with the
final recommendations of the lllinois Task Force on Children of Incarcerated Parents. | also
served as a paralegal from 2021-2023, providing legal support across the different programs.
This summer, | got to work with my old team to conduct intakes and present at case acceptance
meetings, including a civil intake that supported the goals of the Task Force in guaranteeing that
an incarcerated parent would still have parenting time with his children.

This summer, | also had the chance to collaborate with CGLA attorneys to plan an event that will
bring other law students into the field of post-conviction relief. In partnership with CGLA, I'm
organizing a volunteer expungement summit at Loyola University to engage law students in
preparing expungement and sealing petitions and learning about the records relief process. |
hope that this opportunity will encourage more law students to pursue public interest careers
and be aware of the lasting impact of a criminal record, which comes as a consequence of the
over-policing of under-resourced neighborhoods.

Looking ahead, I'm excited to continue this work through a proposed Skadden Fellowship
project focused on expanding guardianship resources for families impacted by incarceration, ICE
detention, and domestic violence. This project builds on my experience at CGLA conducting
intake interviews with incarcerated applicants seeking family law assistance and reflects my
commitment to keeping children in safe and stable homes during times of crisis.

I’'m deeply grateful to Equal Justice America for funding this opportunity and making it possible
for me to spend the summer advocating for clients at CGLA. Your support has allowed me to
grow as a legal advocate and reaffirmed my dedication to public interest law. Thank you for
investing in the next generation of justice-driven attorneys.



