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Final Reflection:

My Summer 2025 Equal Justice America Fellowship with Legal Aid Chicago was a profoundly
meaningful experience that both challenged me intellectually and strengthened my
commitment to public interest law. | interned within the Immigrants and Workers' Rights
practice group, and much of my work centered on supporting survivors of trafficking and crime
through applications for T visas and U visas. In preparing these applications, | worked closely
with my supervising attorney and the staff at Legal Aid Chicago to draft client declarations,
gather supporting evidence, and learn how to represent complex and deeply personal narratives
in a way that met both the legal requirements and the client’s lived experience.

Throughout the summer, | also conducted research into various forms of immigration relief and
monitored new court decisions that were reshaping longstanding practices. This work was
essential to ensure that Legal Aid Chicago could provide clients with the most up-to-date and
effective representation possible.

My fellowship gave me a deeper understanding of how immigration law intersects with labor
rights, safety, and justice, and how the law can be a powerful tool for protecting vulnerable
individuals. At the same time, | witnessed the systematic challenges that make relief difficult to
access, from lengthy backlogs to the emotional toll the process places on clients. Working in this
space reinforced for me the importance of trauma-informed advocacy and the role that lawyers
can play in amplifying clients’ voices while navigating complex legal systems. The experience
sharpened my research and writing skills, but more importantly, it reaffirmed my commitment to
a career in public interest. At a time when so many in our country face uncertainty and fear, my
summer at Legal Aid Chicago reminded me of the urgent need for advocates who will stand
alongside clients and fight for their rights.



