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Final Reflection:

As my 1L year at Loyola Law School came to an end, | was unsure of what | wanted to do during the
summer. | was afraid of joining a firm whose work | was not passionate about, and it would feel
underwhelming. Fortunately, | was introduced to Public Counsel and learned about the fabulous
work they do. On my first day, it was evident to me that | was surrounded by attorneys who were
heavily invested in helping the community. Their commitment and passion for their individual work
were inspiring, and | was ready to get involved. My first experience in Public Counsel was visiting a
DPSS office and shadowing my supervisors as they approached families who were looking to receive
public benefits. At first, it was intimidating to speak to these families, not knowing what to say or
how to help them. But the second | listened to their stories and was able to connect with them, | was
determined to assist them to the best of my abilities. Many of the families that we approached were
at a low point in their lives and were looking for some sort of help to get them through the month.
Through relentless advocacy were able to help these families receive the benefits they deserved,
despite initially being denied. After my first day, | understood what my purpose was in the team, and
| was ready to learn as much as | could to be of aid to the community. Aside from this, | was helping
my supervisors work on UD eviction cases in state court. It was a pleasure to work with attorneys
whose main goal was to get the best results for their clients. Having met some of these clients and
learning about their stories gave my team and | the motivation to do our best legal research and
writing to present a compelling argument in court. One of the most memorable moments happened
when these two fields intersected, and | spoke to a man in a DPSS office who was facing an eviction
notice. It was rewarding to be able to provide advice to him as he was already going through a
tough time medically and needed support in this legal area. | learned during the summer that | am
passionate about helping my community, and | want to assist people who could be my neighbors.
The lack of legal knowledge that the community has makes them susceptible to being prey of the
system, and | am glad | was able to stop that in some cases. | am grateful to have worked alongside
Public Counsel and applaud them for their amazing work.



